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= (a of Natire, there are ſo many other Accidents 
and Misfortunes incorporated and twiſted in- 


— the Cuſtom Euripiabs g 
to the World, ſeems to me the moſt Juſt and reafe 
5. e. to lament thoſe that ate born, upon the ks of 


the many Evils among which they enter at their Vitth, 
A 2 


when they die, and reſt from” Thicke Lan 


Nation of the Mraciams, which juſtly challer 
of Wiſdom; were wont to do, without being 
Teachers, but purely from their own Geben 


their Funerals. with Rejoicing and Praiſes ; this the whote 


State ard Circumftances of himan fee; Ak 5 


willappear evident enough from à ſhort View inte 25 
ſent Condition of the World; for conſidering how 1. 
chere are" that Araggle e E in perpe 
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3 vgs and Conſtitutions of Men, 


2 . The Compleat Mendicant, 


Toit and Drudgery ; how many that are oppreſſed with 
Slavery, harraſs d with Cruelty, pin'd with Want and Po- 
verty, -overwhelm'd-with Shame and Infamy, and wor'n 
cout and conſum'd with conſtant Sorrow, Anxiety and Vex- 
ation, it muſt neceſſarily be allowed, that the greater part 
and generality of Mankind are but one bare Remove at 
beſt from flat and ſubſtantial Miſery. | 

'Tis true indeed to moſt of theſe miſerable ones, the di- 


vine Providence indulges frequent Intervals of Eaſe and Sa- 


tisfaclion; ſweetens the bitter Cup now and then with 
ſome grateful Intermixtures, to make the nauſeous Draught 


of Eiſe go down a little the more eafily.; yet I dare fay, 


whenever. they compare their few Goods- with their many 
Evils, their Fears, Crofles, and Diſappointments, with 
theic Succeſſes, Hopes and Enjoyments, they'll find the 
former much out-ballance the latter in a great many Par- 
E cars. _ 3 | 
Well, but my own woful Experiences ſhall not urge me 
into Complaints, or a long Introduction. I muſt own in- 
deed, that the divine Wiſdom foreſaw that an equality of 
Conditions would naturally breed Confuſion and Diſorder 
in the World, and therefore without doubt it was that it 
delign'd ſame for Honour and Riches, and others for Con- 
tempt and Poverty; but yet in this great Diviſion, did not 
ſo inſeparably diſ· unite them, but that they ſhould ſtill have 
a mutual Dependance, and Conſiſtence one upon another; 
every xich Man being God's Steward, and particularly 
intruſted to provide for the indigent parts of his Family, ſuch 
as are the Poor and Needy; and his Omiſſions in that point, 
is not only a Breach of his Duty and Truſt, but withal an 


Indication of his unthankfulneſs, Falſhood, and Ingra- 


titude. 5 | * Fd 

| God, who is the common Father, as well as Friend to 

Mankind, cannot be ſuppoſed to be ſo partial to provide 

for the Pomps and Luxuries of ſome, and then leave the 
reſt to languiſh under the want of Neceſſaries convenient 

for the Support of Life ; and yet methinks if we look in- 
dz the vitible Portians of the Poor and Rich (according to 


the preſent Practice of the World) we can perceive very 

little to the contrary. . | „ 

- 1 muſt confeſs the Thoughts of this has been my ſad 

empanion through my whole Pilgrimage, and truly bo 
| : + | a du 
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a Subject fit for the Wonder and Sorrow of any conſidering 

Man, that one part of the World ſhould be revelling and 
gluttonizing, whilſt another is languiſhing through Want 
and Indigence, and the Gri pings and Preſſures of down- | 
right Hunger and Necetlity. 

Indeed I have been amazed to ſee with what nate 
and Satisfaction ſome of our wealthy Cormorants have be- 
beld their own human Nature pining and ſtarving in the 
Perſon of their poor Brother, though at the ſame time per- 
haps they have been burthen'd with an Exceſs of another 
kind, and might be relieved againſt both by a more Foy 

' Diſtribution. * 

However, for my own part, I muſt ere 
would be ungrateful in me to make Reflections; I have 
lived already more than twenty Vears upon the common 
Stock, I mean by the help of my Pegging Talent, I have 
made a doleful Paſſage vg the World ; the manner 


and Circumſtances I intend to relate at large in the following 
Sheets. 


CHA P. IT. Is which Fs gives an Account of bi Birth 
and Parentage, the Death of his Father and Mother, 
ewith the Severities and Hardſhips be met with in his 
Childhood, the Kindneſs of his Aunt, the manner of his 
being ſent to School, and from thence to Oxtord, & 0 


Was born in the Vear 37. my Father was a Gentle 
man of a conſiderable Forman Figure in his Coun- 
try, having been twice honoured by King Charles the Firſt 
with the Character of Envoy extraordinary to two foreign 
Courts, and as I have been often told, behay'd-himſelf not 
only with a great deal of Prudence and Sincerity in his Ne- 
gotiations abroad, but likewiſe acquitted himſelf like a 
true Exgliſb Gentleman in the Station of a Juſtice of the 
Peace, and Deputy-Lieutenant of his County. 

He was a Member in the Long Parliament, and when 
he ſaw the Affairs in the Houſe of Commons inelining a- 
pace towards Rebellion, &c. with ſeveral other loyal Gen- 
tlemen, he entered his Proteſt againſt their Proceedings, 
and retir'd into the Country, where he continued till the 
wi Tun broke out, and then as an early — - 
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dave diſcovered who I an, and if T foould retoBth 
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4  _ Lhe Compleat Menaicant, 
of his Fidelity to his Royal Maſter, rais'd a Troop of Horſe 
at his own Charge. . 


Not long after, the King was pleaſed to give nim a Re- 
giment of Foot, and appoint him Governour of a Town 


nin the Veñ of England, which he defended to the laſt Ex- 


tremity; but being, through the Want of Proyiſions; or 
rather by the Treachery of ſome of the Officers in tae Gar- 
riſon, which the Parliament had brib'd to betray him, 
forc'd to ſurrender the Place upon Diſcretion, he was im- 
mediately made a Priſoner of War, and ſoon after tried hy. 


a Court Martial, and ſentenced to be ſhot to death; m_ 


ever, by the Friendſhip of his Keeper, with the Help 

a Woman's Habit, we made his Eſcape the Night before 
his Execution, and got beyond Sea, where he continued 
till King Charles the Second made his Attempt at Wor- 
eefter, and there among a great many other brave Men, 


he had the Misfortune to be wounded by a Muſket4hot in 


the Shoulder, of which he died within two or three Days. 


after, but firſt got the following Letter conveyed to my, 
Mother, the Particulars of which for ſecret Cauſes I har 


{et don at large. 

Nr te Aſiſiance of the bone Bearer, I ban got an 
1Z Opportunity to give you a ſhort Account of our Misfor- 
tunes: Our whole Army is intirely routed 4nd diſper ſed, 
and what's become of the King I cannot learn ; I pray God 
. deliver lim out of the Hands of the Rebels; as to my-owew 


\ — 


Part, I labs reaiv'd a ſcurvy Wound by a Mites ui 


d den Shoulder, avbich the Surgeon tells me it mortal 
' avhether it be er not, is no great Matter, for it ſtois they 


Wounds, are reſolved to take me off afterwards. - Wah my 


Dear, I have @ good Cauſe, and Gracious Gody aud foams 
z0 otherwiſe a ſected for the Loſs of my Life, bam uli re- 
lates to gon, and my poor Children. ] would adi you; 
if T could, | which way to manage your ſelf in- ibis pen, 
State, but alas m Circurmftances are all fo” entangled; 
that I know not where to begin;  befade the Angie "bf thy 


Hound at preſent is ſo very great, that I am lati able 
Jo ſupport my ſelf under it. ¶ know, my Dear, your Loyalty 
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Dr, Un happy E Beggar. 1 
8 avi} Aa. 7 againf Immoderate Grief, and then your 
Virtue and Conduct in our long Separation has Superſeded 
even the Neteſfuly 0 of advifing you, with regard to your Fa- 
 mily. A for poor for Fin (for that's the Name I intend 
to paſs nies hare) 1 (Circumſtances | will permit, and 
His 2 him to it, I would have him bred a 
Scbolas be may Jive to ſee the World mended, aud be an In- 
ſrrument to repair the Ruins of hit Family. Commend me 
earneſtly to all my Friends, and let my Children know their 
Jends them his Bg. 1 am, 'my Dear, till we 
meet agility either in this'or ws next World, L ere 
thine. Mdien. i 
About two Days after eame a | Mclſenizer from the Go- 
vernour of Horceſtor to my Mother with the heavy News 
of my Father's Death, and withal, that he had obtained a 
Grant for her to bury him where ſhe pleaſed. My Mother 
received the Meſſage (as I have been told) with à Reſolu- 
tion and Courage beyond the common Behayiour of her 
Sex, and iaſteaf of breaking out into paſſionate Exclama- 
f tions and Reflections, which ſhe knew would: 5 no. uſe 5 
at that time of Day, 
Immediately diſpatches away a. Servant, with a Neigh- - 
bout or two, and a Hearſe, who brought him home, and 
the Night following” he Was buried privcely in a Vault An - 
mongſt his Anceſtors. : bs 
The Death of my Father was but (in ſome iefpetts) a 
| Preludium to the reſt Lof my Misfortunes, for in leſs than a 
Month, by an Order of State, all we had was ſeized up. 
on, and my Mother, with ſour Children, forced out of 
Ber; Houſe to ſeek: d!helter and: Redief e here ſhe could find - \ 
it 3 the Creditors, to mend the Matter, put in their Claims g 
too, ſo that in a ſhort time all was fold and tore to pieces. 
Veither did my Misſortunes top: here; for my Mother 
being deprived-of-her Country Habitation, thought” Londox- * 
— the fitteſt Place to) fix upon ſome Method for a 
 *Livelihood;z but there ſnhe had not been, to the beſt of my 
- Remembrance, above ſix Weeks, before my Siſter chens 
of the Small- Pox, and dies, my youngeſt Brother dies a- 
bout ten Days after of the ſame Diſtemper, and my Mo- 
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| ther the very Week followin „and truly if it had not been 
for „ OP od Charity of an excellent Wo- 
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man, in whoſe Houſe we lodged, my Brother and, I had 
both periſhed with the reſt. 

. Here I began to have a ſmall Sence of our Condition, b 
and accordingly got a Friend to inſtruct me how I might 
beſt recommend it to an Aunt J. had in the Country, who 
no ſooner hit but indeed. pitied us, and ſent for us 
home to her and to el be Truth, uſed us both 
with a Tendarneſs and Compſon, not very common in 
ſuch Caſes...” 

This good Aantfentus to School, and though fy Mad. 
ter was none of the beſt,” yet with his Afliſtance, and my 
own Induſtry, in two Years time I became ſo far a Profi- 
cient in the Latin Tongue, that with the help of a Dicti- 
onary, I could conftrye ſome Verſes in Ovid s Metamor- 


| _ and tranſlate a. Dialogue in Era/muz, and turn an 
Se 


ntence into Latin, and make a lame Verſe, Qc. 

My Maſter himſelf had never been at any. Univerſity, 
but was a young Gentleman that had ſpent his Egatune in 
the King's Scrvice, and ſo was forc'd to ſhelter himſelt un- 
der the Character of a Pædagague, to be ſecure from the 
Suſpicion of the State, and to get a poor Livelihood; but 


+. yet F muſt needs do him this Juſtice, that he acquitted him- 


ſelf tome ſo much like a Friend as well as a Maſter, and 
beſtowed fo much of his time and pains upon me, that I 
have Reaſon to believe, that the beſt Tutor in the King- 
dom could not have improved me more in ſo ſhorta time. 
I was now in my fixteenth Year, and my Aunt con- 
fidering that her Age and her Infirmities together night 
conſequently call her off before ſhe had any y Ways 
in a Capacity to thiftfor my ſelf, reſolves with a Ex. 
pedition that could be, to ſend me to Oxford, and get me 
admitted into one of the Colleges as a Ser vito. 
- This was not long under Debate, but an Epen 
vity offer d it ſelf, that indeed was of coſinderable Advan- 
age. co me, Sir Alexander an eminent Cava- 
lier, noôtwithſtanding the preſent Diſturbances and Car- 


ruptions of the Univerfity, reſolves to ſend his Son to 


Chriſt-· Church fora Vear or two, and withal at the Requeſt 
of my Aunt, condeſcended that I ſhould attend upon him 
as his Servitor, and that he would pay my Tutor, and al- 
gr” me a Competency to ſupply me with Commons, &c, 
according to the Cuſtom of the nt 
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dence and Conduct, was hut juſt enough for the Support of 


College. 


mond tell my Mother, (who did her now and then the Ho- 


Fathig, 4. e. That if the intended me for the Univerſity 
| ſhe ought to take particular Care to provide me with; 


admitted; that, ſays hę, will make his future Studies ead 


of Freedom and Pleaſantneſs, whilſt I was fore'd 10 2 : 
quit my Pretenſions, and return to m unt and requeſt 
perceiv d how Caſes ſtood, and accordingly one Evening, 


, ays he, I find you have had a very ill Schooliaſter, 
N am ſatisfied both hy your Looks, and Actions you are oo 


your Induſtry, and good Inſtruction, will ſoon; 
your other Defects. n | 5 8 
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This Propoſal ſquared exactly with my Aunt's Deſign in 
every particular ; for though ſhe was a Gentleweman of 

as good a Family as moſt in Fagland, and had formerly: 
. the Miſtreſs of a 75 plentiful Fortune, yet the Wars 


and the Sequeſtrators t Bad reduced her to a poor 
Annuity of fifty Pound a Vear, which with all her Pru- 


her Family; however, upon Sir Alexander's Motion, ſhe 

ſtrain'd a Point, and equipt me out very decently and gen- 
teely for the Univerſity, and withal did me the Fayour to 
accompany me thither, to ſee me conveniently fed in the 


I had not been there long, but I perceiv d, to my great | 
DiſſatisfaRign and Concern, my want of School-Educationg 
and would often reflect upon what I had heard Dr Ham- 


nour to come and condole with her in the Abſence of my 


Maſter that was qualified: to inſtruct me in the Grounds am 
Principles of Learning, beforz ſhe ſhould ſuffer me to 


ſy and delightful, Abd will” be ſure to ſtick faſt ta Rm tc 


and tug ſor every thing I did; that I was once reſoly d to 


her id put me to ſome other Buſineſs, | I was better „ 
lified to go on with. | Rs 
But my Tutor, that had a Es >. Kindneſs for me, had 


after he had finiſh'd his Readings, &c. he diſmiſles the reſt, 
and orders me to ſtay behind in his Chamber 3. Young Man, 


ſible of your own Inſufficiency, but come, don? t deſpair, 
you have Youth and Parts, and thoſe in Conjunction with 


| The Compleat Mendicani, 
The firſt thing, I think, he enjoyn'd me, was the tranſ- 
| lation of one of the hardeſt Colloquies in Eraſmus, the 
next a Satyr out of Juvenal, and then ſome Odes from 
Horace, and withal confined me to a large part in the 

Greek Grammar every Morning ; but then, what was the 
| greateſt advantage of all, he was pleaſed to allow me a Stu- 
dy in his own Chamber, and would not fail twice a day at 
| leaſt to ſpend half an hour in giving me particular directions 
U and advice, by which means, in leſs than a Vear, I found 
 my{ſelffo well improv'd, that I was able to go through with 
my bufinek with as much eaſe and ſatisfaction as the beſt 
' of Companions. | | 5 
But this happy condition did not laſt long, before Fortune 
begins again to play the Jilt with me; my Aunt dies, and 
' what-was worſe, her Sickneſs was ſo ſudden and violent, 
dat ſhe had no time to make her Will, and fo all ſhe had 
| Fell in courſe to a Fanatical Siſter, that always mortally hat- 
' &d our Family, upon the ſame Account ef their Loyalty, 
| and mefor their ſakes. My Maſter removes-from'the 2 
; Civerfity to the Inns of Court, and what was as great a diſ- 
' KSppointment to me as either, my worthy Tutor leaves the 
niverſity, in order to travel with a young Nobleman in- 


* Bo Italy. © Pig X 
| 5 Hae 1am all unravell'd again, left Friendleſs and deſo- 
2 ate, and to aggravate my misfortunes too, lay ander the cha- 
racter and ſuſpicion of being diſaffected to the Common- 
Wealth of Z-g/and (as they call'd-it) and what to do in this 
hard conjuncture I could not determine; ſometimes I re- 
* 'folvdto go into my own Country, to try if I Rad any 
' Friends left there, at other times I propoſed to follow my 
aſter to London, and fee how the Waters would moye-in 
[ that part of the World; anon I concluded to repreſent my 
'- Condition to the College, and throw my ſelf upon the 
Charity of the Houſe ; but after all, from a few ſecond 

Thoughts I found there was little good to be expected from 
"Either of theſe. So that in ſhort I thought there was no 

"remedy left, but I muſt een venture to commit my ſelf 


6 


- a the Mercy of my cruel Step- mother, Fortune. 
This Reſolution (tho'”twas the worſt) carried the cauſe a- 
' Gainftall the reſt; and now my next buſineſs was to equip 

ee mnaterials-fit for 8: PeregrinaBon 3305 Vooks 
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Latin Grammar, and a Common-prayer Book, &c. About 
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and other Equipage muſt be ſold in courſe, and indeed I was 
not long. in making my markers. think, as near as I can 
remember, all I could get tor the wnole, was not above 
fifcy Shiilings, the bs tter pert of which I laid out in ſome. 
travelling nece(7 +25, and ipent the other in taking leave of 
my Acquaiia an,. ai LF . 


CH A P. III Verein he gives an Account of his leaving 
the Univerſity, ard recitet a joort Copy of Verſes he writ 
at his departure, with bis adventures avith a Mountes 

| bank, &c. | | | 1 


Hr diſpoſed of my moveables, and furniſhed 2 
ſelf with ſome few neceſſaries, which I thoug 

were moſt convenient for a Pilgrimage, i. . An Ink-horn, 
a Pen Knife, a quire of Paper, Waiers, and a Satchel to 
carry my little Equipage, and Itinerant Library, which 
was only a Shirt, two or three Bands and Hankerchiefs, 
and a pair of Stockings, an old Horace and a Vigil, a 
Terence, and an Eraſmus, a Greek Teſtament, a Greek and | 


Sever a Clock, the tenth of March, in the Year fifty fix, 
with a heavy Heart, and abundance of Tears and Com- 
plaints, I left Oxford, ſteering my Courle directly over 
Magdaler's Bridge, in order (as I then thought) to make 
the beſt of my way to Cambridge. | 5 
I had hardly reach'd Headington Hill, but I was feiz'd 
with a deep and profound Melancholy; the Thoughts of 
my former Misfortunes, with my preſent” hard Circumſtan- 
ces, fell-upon me at once; and truly the reflection of what 
had already underwent, and the certain proſpect of ſu- 
ture Trouble and Miſery, together with the piercing Aggra- 
vations I was under for the loſs of my Univerſity: Life, and 
the opportunity of improving my ſelf in my Studies, the 
two only things that hard Fortune had left me, which 1 
thought worth either my owning, or regard, put me into 
ſuch an Agony and Diſorder, that I was forc'd to betake me 
to the ſhelter of an Hedge, and reft a little before ] could} ” 
recollet my ſelf. ee ,, 1 
Having, though with ſome difficulty, an length over? 
come this melancholy Tranſport, I made up to the top off 


45 
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we Hill, — Aer Passes o 
e and upon the Stone where the Scholars uſually per- 1 
Form the of Seaſoning their freſh Men, 1 ſate 5 
again, and writ the NOSE" Verſes. - 7 L 


— 


2 we? 7 44 Oxford; But fo mee abe muſt part, Im 
Here take the ſad remainder of my heart, _ | 
Fes all thy wretched Son has now to give. 
A broken heart's his ſole prerogative. © + EOS A 
Hard fate before had me of Friends depriv 4. „ 
And yet my thoughts in you they all reid d, 25 2 W 9 8 
You were my Friend, my other, nay, my Wif fe, 
Whom'once, I hep d, I'd wedged fur niy life: 8 
Ob, en 7087 57 5 1 


With what a ſtrange unwillingneſs Igo, 
Du d think 'twas hard that fate ſhould "ih me fe. 
l #now not what I am, ſince our lgrcc, N EN 
N Al my aubole frame is jumblid out of e e 
The World's a Wilderneſs, Mew arg the Beats: pr ** „ 
1 And gan 40 me more ruats and wilder . than e 


I had wet on with my melabcllaly ythms 5 F 
Dis, I believe, if I had not diſcoy alter fals b 
E R 

I took 2 2 


that from his Garb and Aﬀpe& I judg'd, i 
l fr reſpects under my own Predicament. In f 
p my Satchel and made all the ſpeed I cou d in order to re- 
over him, and (tho' I found he was much a better Foctmant 
than 1 was) after a hard ſtretch at the brow of wo WW 
ay I came up with him. . 
Aſter we had exchanged the common compliſhents d 5 ”"_ 
-overtaken and welcome Sir, the next thing - xa .courſe 
yas, Whither are you bound, and upon what expetlition#. -* | 
7 e e very truth, that! was an unfortunate” Scholar 
tu had met with abundance of Diſappointments and eros pf 
/  . Actidentiy-and for want of longer Subſiſtance; was forc'd ta 7 
"Us 6: Jniverfity to try if I could find out ſome way that 
mie me io a poor Livelihood, and that J intended 
. e e be happy e 
n re and-niofgover, that. I bad-fome: Note if | 


— * 
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ht tl d very. hear a-kin, he told mg be was x2 
| Doctor of Fel. Wat by a complication of malicious | 
| ind adverſe Fortune, had been untuckily bandied about the | 
| World from his Childhood ; and, what was worſt of all, he | 
had had the ill fate lately to 7. his Horſe, and was po {| 
upon a hard march to London, to try if he could raiſe Mone 
among his Friends and Relations, to equip hin win 
other. 23 
3 Here bis candid Relation, I confeſs, affected me ex- 
treamly, and indeed in a great meaſure. took. off the Edge, 
and abated the ſeyerity of my Reflections upon my on 
Condition. I began to think 45 Providence had thrown 
me into the Company of this unhappy: Stranger, purpoſe- 
to let me know that there were other Perſons in the 
W rld as unfortunate as my ſelf ; and truly to ſee with wha 
chearfulneſs and-fortitude he ſeem'd to bear up under h 
pretended. ih I thought did ſeverely checkyaind re- 
Ea 7 — dent 9 8 and deſpondencee * 


— — Ee EI 


— Tad 


2 | 1 * - erle lo him ; Solamet Wes 
E acer. 4073/3 FIR: 
N Vain . aul make great moan," : 2.134254 * 


Fur there is help, or there is none. 
And thus in a mutual Condolement of each others Miſs. 

fortunes, we trudg'd on till we came to Wheath,, + . 

Country Town about four Miles from Oxford. 

Here my new Companion would needs ſtop and diinks - 
and withal told me --that at a Bridge about kalfa Mile of 
the Road divided, and if I held my Reſolution for Cn 
bridge, we mult conſequently ſeparates buf come, (ſays he}, | | 
fonce wwe are ſo luckily met, and our Circumſtances and Tem- 
pers ſquare fo naturally, tis pity methinks awe. ſhould part Jo =: 
foon, and therefore wee'll e en caſt Lots whether Jou Bal? 
take my Way, or J yours. | 

This was no ſooner propoſed bat agreed upon, and the 
Lot determin'd him to go my Way, which he very — 79 A 
lngly-comply'd with, but firſt, ( ſays he) I think it J 
not be much amiſs to let the Town * what Profeſſion I. - 
am of, perhaps I may raiſe three or four Shillings to d 5 
the travelling Charge. 2 

This I muſt confeſs did a little ſurprize me; I could by 4M 
no means imagine how a Doctor of E could pope: 1 


12 Pie av . 
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— thang Ger to a Ruger to be convenient! y Rat 
As 


ter d and diſpers d about the Town. 
Here J ſoon perceiv'd that my Doctor of Phyſick wi 


noching elſe in plain Engl/p but a downright Mounte 
and began hor: to be as uneaſy, and derb d with his 


Company, as I was before pleaſed and rejoic d in it: 


However, I thought my ſelf in Point of Honour and Pro- 


miſe; 8þli ig d to abide our firſt Reſolution, and fo reſoly'd 
to travel with him « Day or two, till I could find out a 
handſome Pretence to ſhake him off. 

In lef than an Hour his Bills had-wrought ſo effectually 
that the Room where we fate was crowded with Men, Wo- 
men, and Children, and truly notwithſtanding the ric 
and prefling Thouþhts and App enſlols that hung up 


me, could not forbear ſmiling W and then to hear ih 


what profound Nonſenſe and Impertinence this worthy 


Doctor entertain'd the Spectators. 
Sometimes he would cajole em With the firange, and 


almoſt blaſphemous Relation of the moſt miraculous Cures 
and Operations he had perform'd, and the better to in- 
clin: them to credit his Wepber, he ſhews them ſeveral ar · 


tifcial Cancers, Wens, Stones, Sc. At other Times. 
he impoſes upon *em the Wonders of his Travels, and che 


ſdreign Names of abundance of Emperors, Kings, and Po- 


tentates that he pretended had honoured him with their 
Letters and Recommendations 5 in fhort; by his hard 


Words, his Legerdemain I ricks, and impudent Pretences 
er, he impos'd himſelf ſo far upon the Cred ulity of 


the fooliſh People, that there was few went off without 
g ſome of his paultry Medicines. _. 

CH AP. IV. In which he gives a further Alu of bis 
Travels with the Mountebank, wwho diſco bers to Bim the 
Secrets of their Art; they ſhragght into Bedfordſhire toge- 
ther, æubere he robbs him at an . legt, aud then leaves 
a bim in Pawn for the Reckoning, &c. 

A © Bout Twelve a Clock the Doctor makls up his Bud- 


get, having diſpoſed of as n "of his Pills, c. (as 
he 


* 
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he told me) he had receiy'd twelve Shillings and four Pence 
for, and ſo we diſcharged the Reckoning, and ſet foreward 
for Tame, which was the Place we had before agreed upon 
to lodge at that Night. 

Upon our March I ask'd him ſeveral Queſtions, but 
more eſpecially concerning his Knowledge in Phyſick, and 
Chirurgery, and how, and where he acquir'd it. I found 
indeed that theſe Kind of Interrogations were ſomething 
ungrateful at firſt ; however after a little pauſing and heſi- 
tation, he gave me the following ſhort and comprehenſive 
Account. - 25 | 

Young Gentleman, fays he, I find you very inquiſitive 
to know the ſecrets of my Qualifications, thoſe are 
Secrets we do not often, and indeed we ought not to diſco- 
ver to any body; but becauſe you ſhall ſee how willing I 
am to oblige and divert you, I'll tell you as much of the 
matter as is convenient, or perhaps you may expect. 

In ſhort then, I am one of thoſe that the World calls 
Mountebanks, and truly but a young Practitioner neither, 
having not been ſet up for my ſelf above three Months at 
moſt ; as for your Univerſity Learning I don't pretend to it, 
nor, to tell you the Truth, much regard it; our buſineſs, 
and our profit too, depend chiefly upon our vending our 
Pills, Balſams, Powders, c. And for that we have a 
common ſorm; as to our Chirurgery, and Manual Opera- 
tions, we have very few but the meaner ſort of People to 
deal with, and thoſe we venture upon right or wrong; if 
we happen to cure em, we get Money and Reputation, 
and don't ſpare to magnify our Succeſs, if we kilf *em, 
we havs ways enough to bring our ſelves off, and fo there 
is no danger in it at worſt. En 

Here I could not forbear interrupting him. Str, Hays | A 
are the Lives of your fellow Chriftians ſo inconſiderable tb 
you, that you dare venture to trifle em away upon every 
flight Occaſion; if I miſtake not, this is a Sort of delibe- 
rate way of committing Murther, and that ſo inhances and 
heightens the Sin, that renders it not only without meaſure, | 
but almoſt without Pardon. 89 If 

What ſtrain of wonder and amazement can bear propor- 
tion with the deſperate wickedneſs of Men, that can thus 
knowingly, and conſideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch an 
unaccountable undertaking, and of what a crimſon Coons 


— 


14 The Compleat Menaitant, 
| muſt that Soul appear before the great Tribunal, that 3 


thus dyed with a continual repetition of innocent Blood. 
My Companion was a little ſtartled to hear me refle& 


ſo hard upon his Prefeſſion, and made ſo many frivolous 
pretences to acquit himſelf of the Charge, and indeed, I 


ſome difficulty before I could perſuade him to go on 


5 5 with his relation; however, aſter he had walkt himſelf a 
üttle off the remembrance of what I had faid, he proceeds. 


Sir, I find you are very angry with our chirurgical Pro- 


4 ceedings; for my own Part, I have never had any Occafi- 


on to make uſe of * them ; but if I had, notwithſtanding rhe 
Severity of your Allegations, 1 believe I ſhould be ready e- 
adugb to venture; and truly I can ſee no Reaſon ( with 
Submiſjion, to your religious Punilid's ) why every Man 
Should nat make the moſt of his Practice. | 

I would. willingly have reprimanded him here too, if I 
had not been apprehenſive that it would conſequently have 
deterr d him from finiſhing his Account, and ſo I only askt 
him, that ſince he had never been concern'd in any manual 
Operations, how he came by thoſe Cancers, Wens, &c. 
which heexpos'd at heath. 3 

Here he was a little at a Stand again: In fine, (fays he) 


» You have a ftrong Inclination to know the Depth of our Art, 


for once Tll gratify yeur Curiofity, and tell you the <vhole. 
As to this Wen, and cancerad Breaſt which you ſaw, I muſt 
oaun they are only Counterfeits, which I borraw'd of one of. 


our Fraternity; but notwithflanding, they ſerve the Pur- 


Niet. for which they are intended, i. e. Ta amuſe, and im- 


— 


* poſe upon the, People, as auell as if they were real. 


Theſe are of conſiderable Uſe and Advantage to us in fe- 


weral Reſpets, but eſpecially upon the Stage, where we not 


only expoſe *em to the publick View, but ſometimes fix them 


to the Bodies of indigent Perſons, which wwe hire upon ſuch 


Occaſions, and then cut them off again with as much For- 
mality, Dexterzty, and Caution, as if they were natural. 
He draw Teeth after the ſame Method, and indeed, the 


generality of the great Cures and Performances which wwe 
make ſuch Beaſts and Acclamations of are meer Cheats and 


Delufions, and for our Medicines, we have them by a fort of 
Tradition one from another, and in the mean, do all uſe 


the wery ſame, . 


WE / "> GN our Pill. is nothing elſe but Horſe-Aloes, 


. aohich 
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io hich ave ſametimes intermix with the courſer Sort of Rofin 
of Jalop, and make up in Liquorice-Powder ; our Ba!/ams 


are generally made of Hogs-Lard, and Bees Wax, tinfur'd 4d 
avith ſome Sorts of Oyls to give'em a different Colour; our © 


Plaifters are the ſame, with the Addition of Burgamy - | 


Pitch, or Roſin, to make them draw and frick; our Pow- "A 
der for the Worms is commonly Poxuder of Paſt, and tba? 
for the Teeth, Powder of Tobacco-Pipes, and theſe we mate | 
up aroportionably into ſmall Parcels, and wrap one of each 
into a Bill Directions, and ſell for Tauelve· Pence or Six- 
Pence, according as we find our Markets will beſt bear. 

This Relation ſeem'd ſo ingenuous and candid, that I be- 
gan to have a little better Opinion of my Fellow-Traveller ; 
began to believe that he was ſome unfortunate Gentleman 
that was forc'd to take upwith this ſcandalous Profeſſion for 
Want of a Maintenance; however, I was refoly'd to found 
him to the Bottom, and therefore deſired him to let me 
know from whence he derived his — of theſe oc- |} 
cult Myſteries. 

Indeed he would with all his Heart have evaded an An- 
ſwer to this, but truly I preſs d him ſo very hard, that at 
laſt he told me, he had been ſeveral Years a Servant to one 
of the firſt Engli/men that travell'd the Country under the 
Character of a Mountebank ; and that he had been aſſiſtant 
to him both in his Chamber, and upon the Stage (as I 
learnt afterwards he had been his Merry-Azdrew ) that he 
had ſpoke his Pacquets { as he phraſed it) and helpt him 
to make up his Compoſitions, and ſo from the general, 
and particular Obſervations he had made, he thought he 
had gain'd Experience enough to qualify him to ſet up for 
himſelf; and moreover, he told me he was fo well faticfied. 


in his own Perfections, and in the Advantages that were con 


ſequent to the Employ, that if he were but onceabletoraiſe 
Money to keep ſome Attendance, and build a Stage 'or 
two, he did not queſtion but in a ſhort Time he ſhould be 
able to keep his Coach and Four as well as the beſt of | 

'em. 
hp this Time we were come within half a Mile of Thame, 
and now the next Motion was where to lodge; being both 
Strangers, we were reſolv d to ſtrike into the firſt ſubſtan- 
al Inn we came at, as near as I remember, twas the 
| 22 Fus 
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Five Bells, where indeed we had very comfortable Accom- 
modations in all Reſpects. es, 

The next Day being Market-Day, the DoQor was re- 
ſolv'd to go out with his Pacquets, and accordingly had a 
Stool fixt in a convenient Place where he could beſt mount 
to make his Harangue to the People, but this, notwith- 
ftanding *twas a publick Day, did not prove ſo ſucceſsful 
as Wheatly, it ſeems the Place (as hecalld it) was too 
young ; his Meaning was, there had been one of the ſame 


Profeſſion too lately there, and ſo there Was no good to be : 
| ſ 


1 
I! 
is 
th 
1 
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done. 
We went from hence to Alesbury, where we ſtaid the | 


Night following, and the next Day came to Leighton Bu-; 
zard in Bedfordbire, the Doctor ſtill expoſing his Pacquets , 
at every Town we ſtopt at, but with very little Succeſs ; 
this Scurvy Brother that had rang'd the Country before I 
him, had ſpoil'd all. | Þ 
Well, there was no good to be done at Leighton neither, E 
and ſo my Comerade concludes to lay aſide his Pretenſions 1 
- - for the preſent, and make the beſt of his Way to Lonabn, be 
and accordingly told me he would go and fend his Satchel ; 
with the Carrier, which of a ſudden was grown too heavy Ml © 
for him, and then come and drink a parting Cup, and take ¶ R 
a foleran Farewel of me. 8 -n 
Having travelled together for three or four Days with the 


greateſt Freedom and Familiarity, I could not fuſpect that I es 
he could have any Deſign to betray me at laſt, but finding . 
bim- ſtay- longer than ordinary, I began to be a little I? 

jealous that after all the Doctor had dropt me. To make = 

* © - fthort of the Matter, I got out of Bed where he left me, * 
And from a very ſmall Enquiry, found that he had both pickt 1 
my Pocket, and rifled my Satchel, and what was worſe, Nn 
” Jett me in Pawn for the Reckoning too. MY 
4 bis I thought was a Misfortune, at leaſt equal to any MW '7 
of my former.” I was wrackt at once with a Thouſagd dil- = 


mal Terrors and Apprehenſions, and that which torment- 
ed me moſt of all, was, how to diſ-entangle my ſelf from 
the Scurvy Ale-houſe ; ſometimes I think upon one Expe- 
dient, and ſometimes upon another, at laſt I conclude, 
Honeſty was the beſt Policy, and the ſafeſt Way to bring 
me off, and therefore reſolve to declare my Condition to 
my Landlady, and commit my ſelf intirely to her Charity. 

1 CHAP. 


counter with his Landlady, writes a begging Copy of 
| Verſer, and a Letior to a Gintlaman in the Town, whe 


gives him Money to pay his Reckoning, and recommends "3 


him after<vards to a School, &C, - 


Urſuant to my former Refolmion, after T had put on 

my Cloaths, with a great deal of trembling and Con- 
ſternation, I call'd for my Landlady, and began to give 
her a doleſul Relation of my Condition: She heard me with 


ſome kind of Patience and Pity at firſt; but when I came 


to that part of it which related to the Reckoning, ſhe grew 
in an Inſtant fo outragious and violent, that I cannot fan- 
cy any thing in Nature ſo cruel and brutiſh. The beſt 
Word I could get from her, was Rogue, Thief, Cheat, 
and Villain, and, no Puniſhment leſs than hanging, or 

Bridewel, was bad —_— for me. I offer'd her all the 
Equipage and Books my w Companion had left me, 
but all would not do, the ſhe ſaid were of no uſe to 


her, beſide, they were Latin, and might be Popery for 


what ſhe knew, and ſo ſhe would not entertain em. 
Nothing would ſerve but I ſhould be lockt up in my 
Room till her Huſband came home to get a Warrant to 
carry me before a Juſtice of Peace; an indeed there was 
no Remedy but I muſt endure this hard Sentence; how- 


ever, I had the Opportunity of converſing with the Maid 
in the Interim, that, as good Fortune would have it, was 2 


Vaming in the Yard, directly under the Window, Who 


ia all Probability would take pity of me, and that if T. 
would write a Letter, ſhe'd find a method t un 
vey d to him. 

This honeſt Motion I likd china and truly * 
Caſes ſtood, I thought *twas the beft Expegient my un- 
bappy Circumſtances would admit of. I mull} confets in- 
deed, that I had a very ſharp Conflict with my ſelf aka. 
I could ſo far vanquiſh my Modeſty to ſettle my Reſolu- 
tions in that point, and then tos I was as much confounded 
and difturb'd to think what Method and Terms were moſt 
ſuitable to recommend me, with the greateſt Innocence 
nd Advantage; but this was not long under Debate, but 
G4 the 


— OR _ —— — 
— — — 


— — 


Or, Unhappy Beggar. 17 
CHAP. V. Wherein he gives a ſhort Account of bis Rene 


told me very compaſſionately upon the Recital of my Con- 3 
dition, that there was a worthy Gentleman in Town, thac 
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the Muſe ſteps i in, and offers her Aſſiſtance, and indeed I 
accepted of it, under. the Notion that the Relation of my 
Circumſtances in a ſhort Copy of Verſes might be ſomething 
out of. the Road of common Begging, and ſo to Work | 


went, and wrote what follows. 


From an unhappy Wand rer in Diftreſs, 

Actept and pardon, Sir, this bold Addreſs 3. 
Believe him, tis a rigid Turn of Fate, 

Has brought the wretched Pilgrim to your Gate. 
Oh pity bim, for tis the only time 

He ere wwas known to beg Relief in Rimes 


But 3 baſe Filt, to urge me on ger. | 
Woulaft thou betray me now in my Deſpair ? 
Canſt thou than this no better way contriue, 
To keep thy poor diſtreſſed Friend alive ? 

No, bt him die, for that's aſpſi Offence,.. 
Than to incline him thus to IMfalence. 


Befrdes, already to my coft 1 know, 
Fhat human Lift is Jo epos d io Moe, 
' That it can nò er requite — Pain I'm at, 
To fofter up the fickly peeviſh Brat; + | ; 
# ſee, that after all that I can do, 
Srill Grief and Pain, and i ſecret Ts pur ue. 


But pet methinks before my. F ourney's end, 
*Tis ftrange if my hard Fate ſhould not unbend; 5- 
Life's but a Lottery, and one good caſt, 
Makes ſome amends for all the bad ones paſt : 
Wo in ſpight of Fate there muſt be ſome Reſerve, 
3 Then Jure 'tis hard in tb interim 1 * Harwe. 
| - 

| 


ME Haſte then, my Muſe, to yonder babjy Place, 


* 
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Aud bumbly there plead thy poor Maſter's Caſe. 
Shew him <where he in deep Confuſion ſtands, 
| Hanging his Head, and lifting up his Hands; 
| Blaming the C auſe that bre —5 both him and thee, . 


a. n 
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Then for theſe Rhymes I charge you there be juſt, 
Own tauas your Fault, for you provok'd me firſt 3. 
Aud after this £ 
If you perceive no Pardon nor Relief, . 
Bring the ſad News, and to conclude our Grief. 
You to your Hill, Tl to ſome Cave retire, 
Firft mourn my rigid State, then Hermit-like expire. | 

Upon the Back fide of the Verſes I writ this Letter; 
which I thought would be neceſſary to give a further-Ac- 
count of my Condition, Qc. N 

8 18 | | 

"I Hi, Poeta de triftibus, 3s a poor unfortunate youny 
Man, that a conjunction of croſs and malicious Ac- 

cidents have caſt upon your Coaſt, where for want of Sub- 
ſtance ( like a Perſon after a Sbip-aurect he's fored to: 
feek Relief from the Inhabitants of the Place. ; 
 Hoav he fell into this fooliſh Vein of Rhyming he can give 
no Account, unleſs it be that his preſent Extremity ( like ones | 

that 2was waken'd by the out cry of Fire). farc d him to d 

Something for Relief, and the Muſs, . that was always ready. | 

enough to be meddling upon other Occaſions, would needs per- 

ſuade me now, that this was a little foreign to the ordinary. 
Methods of downright Mumping. © - | 


19 


A. for. the profound dulneſs and flatneſs of my Verſi, 
there's enough to be ſaid if the thing requir'dit. Poetry and: 
Powerty, though they are too commonly convertible term yet 
indeed, they are very improper Companions. A Poet in diſ- 
treſs is ſeldom known to write good Verſes.: Ovid himfelf;; 
that was the greateſt Wit of the Age he liv/d in, looſeth mucho: 
of his natural Temper and Genius in hisB aniſbment; there is 
a ſtrange difference between his nec Jovis ira nec Ignis, the. 
Flights and Raptures of his Metamorphoſis, and his Hei 
mihi quod Domino, in bis, de triſtibus. And Tully 700; 
complains poſfionately of the diſturbance of his Mind, and: 
charges the roughneſs of his flile upon the depreſſion of ſpirits 
he awrit under. VE S225. 

But, Sir, all this is very little-to the Purpoſe, I wiſh it, 
were as eaſy to excuſe the Inſolence of this trouble, as it is: 
zo plead for a Perſon that writes bad Verſes under my cir-- 

cumſtances; in this particular I have nothing at all ta ſay,. 
| but am ford to acknowledge my own guilt, and.throw my 
{elf intirely upon your Mercy, *Tis true, bis à violent 45 
a . | e ceffity. 
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= that kat arg'd me Sas uefa E xpedient, aud 
tal T hope, is conjunttion with your b Charity and Com- 
13 a en a little for this unfortunate Stranger, 
tbat with all the Diſtancs and Subomiffur that can P 
* eribes himſelf, your obedient — tor bs 


} After I had finiſh'd my. Lai and the e the 
Tecond reading I thought them ſo flat and dull, won had 
much ado to ee. tearing then i in pieces; hawæver up- 
eon the Importunity of the Mach 1 ſeald em up · ad Fx 
ſeribꝰd *em, and then deliver'd em to her, who acearding 
nd maps inſtandy 8 ente 
MATS F*5 7,2 72D 2: 7. 18 1 
nt certainly, never andes in a deeper perplaxitx 
| Fs — of an Adventure than I. was, hut vebil | 
Vas fadly ruminating upon the conſequence of What L had 
& ks popes my Landings. and with ſatie\ſert of. Iea- 
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4 an Concern,; taldgn . 
1 *Reootman' below.) with me, and if hepleas 


. Amight go \down-andtalkaWith: him, who told me; 171 
—— the Petter a0 his 'Maſtes, h W 
1 n N Ta 7 
| ving deliver d hit ner dene 2 
q chat I would. Wait Err 5 2 
' noche next thing to 8 
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F | Har Doors, without a ſufficient pledge 1 
3 ew her Again all I had, but juſt che eee . 
my. Books were RIS, wille her) +: 
—— 1 Jad — of 1 real Value: to-depolit-;: Jevwha = 
ing Which after all this Ts) bow Drop ana AF E 
Poor four and nine pencteQ. Ne 
2 3 and ſtrip off my Shirt, and leave hengtnt, wich» 
eſe I had, before ſne would ſuffer meitb Gee 3. 
e was ging ye quite wo woa wel 5 
\ 13 > KEN 
4 ard and E be him the E- 


| "Would\ſendfor me, ſhe'd keep me til} ſhe had her Recken = 

* 

$ 20 make. ſhort of the matter, * e cage m 5 

q — I marching oùt a doors, in comes my Land 75 
N were no ſoonex"come ir bur his Wie, "with 2 great | 
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of our whole TranſaRions 5 but truly the Man was fo far | 
from joining with her Barbarity » that when ſhe came to 
ſpeak of the Shirt, I had; enough to do to prevent him 
from falling foul upon, her. ; however he forc d her imme- 
diately to bring me all my things again, and told me he 
would freely take my Word for what was owing, and with» 
all earneſtly requeſted me not to make any Reflections _ 
on his Wife's uncivility and cruelty to me. 
Having put my Shift on again, and committed my 
Satchel to the Cuſtofly of che maid, I went directly to the 
Gentleman's Houſe, bi ſent for me into his Parlopr, 
where he was playing a Game at Gleek with his Lady and 
her Mother. He ask'd me ſeveral Queſtions, and indeed 
I gave him a general Account of my Mistortunes, whichi 1 
I obſerv'd did very ſenſibly affect em all, . 4 
cially the old <0 8 4 3 1 
They preſant onder 4. Serpant ta wks 30 8 =. 
Pantry, and give me me Vicuals, and ſent mea. Bottle 
of Wine, Why'T was eating, che: good old, Gentlewo !? 
Kan came me. and with. A Tap an Reſpect br.: 
hat 1 could imagine, told me, With Trat in hen 
Eyes, She knew my Father pirſonally,: aud all his: Family's + 
be wund heartily forry theſe unhappy times bad reduced her td + | 
"fuch a low Ebb, that : /ae .could not in für m ag fornvantdi | 
After all the Expreſſions of a moſt compaſſionate good Wo- 
man, and à great many ſweet and innocent Npoldgies ſqꝙn 
the meanneſs of the. Preſent, ſhe gave me half a Naruf, 
Aok ehen left me to ni my Dinner. + >: . 
A footy as IL. had dimd, I was conducted: back do 4 
Porlour, where the Geptleman was writing me. a Letter k 
Recommendation to- Elergynian in Northampton; RE 
that he had. accidentally heard enquiring ſor a Perſon to aſe 
= him in bieSchoo da puff the Letter was, that: © 
was a young Gentleman of a Family, that the com- 
mon Calamity: had. reduc d yd SE: and af he :foand; _ }F 
me qualify'd. for a bed engage for web _— 4 
grity, Ee. 1 , eee $3 
With the Letter he gave me tex Shillings, and his Lada | 
a Crown, together with à great deal of friendly, and. I 
may fay, fatherly Advice and: Admonitious, and what was; | 
more, gave me his Word, tagt. it ever: it; ſhould pleaſe 
Tg des nad n N 4 
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to hive bim inform'd of che Hardie and Yufferings of 
5 my ſelf and Family. _ 

I could not tell what Return to abe for chicks Favours, 
and truly had much ado to contain my ſelf from openly be. 
traying the Weakneſſes and Frailties of my Nature; in- 
deed, I did make a ſhift to bear up till I had taken my 
Leave, which I am till jealous of, was not fo ſolemn and 
decent as it ought to have been upon ſuch an er 
Occaſion. 

Being thus refreſht and reliey d, I went back to my 
Aa, and diſcharg'd my Reckoning, which” ſo ſoft- 
ned my Landlady, that nothing now was good enough for' 
me. I ſoon, perceiv'd my Landlord was an honeſt-Cava- 
lier, and after a little further talk and enquiry, I found 
he had beena Serjeant in the Regiment my Father - was Co- 

lonel of. When I told him that, I never ſaw any Perſon 
in ſuch 2 violent Tranſport, I could lardly force him from 
returning me my Money, whether I would er nat, and 

beating Ris Wife for but ſeeming to refuſe it. The poor 

N — was ſo ſtrangely affected, that he hardly knew what 

he ſaid or did, but at length coming to himſelf, he: enter 

- - tair'd me through the whole Eyening with ſeveral remar- - 
kable Paſſages of the Wars, and particulars of wy W 

8 e bad never before heard of. . | 
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© HA p. VI. He travel. e Northam) pton, eta 
bers an itinerant Parſon upon the Road, who inſtructs 
Lr in ſeveral of the Secrets and Myſteries of . | 
aud then heedles him to ** with him, &c. . 
| nn een Monting 1. got up, n al es 
2 Mai ſome ſmall i eee for No. Civility, 
 andxliſcharged the Houſe, 1 ſet forward towards Northamp= 
n; my Landlord 'walk*d with me as far as Brictill, where 
he treated: me with the beſt the Town would afford; and 
-—-gaveme a Token to drink with onepf his Acquaintance, 
2 dhat had formerly been a Quarter-maſter' to my} F fathers 
and now kept an Inn upon the Road. „ 
Twas about twelve or one before „ ee And 
Feel, 10 that that Night I went no further than Newport 
Panel. I lay at the George, which was the only Hane 
3 Tow: Where e Parry rn and by 
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; 0 oe Fbken I had to the Maſter, I was con- 
into Bi "5 Where a Society of loyal Gentlemen 

a | 2a three times a Werk to read the 


Obſervations and PR wn: | 
Xo pf World. i 


555 rer . rar ders. it a little . * f 
mmon cuſtom of hard drinking. This was, | 


indesck r 7 5 # much: the general Practice of thoſe unhappy : 
Times 


Rich I find fince very ſharply and pathetica 
reflodted. upon by one of the greateſt. Maſters that ever — 
dorn'd our Ergliſb Nation, 7. e. the Author of the RO: 
Duty of Man, in his Preface to his Gentleman's Calling. 

'Tis, ſays he, ſure a far leſs deplorable SpeQacle to * 
a Gentleman ſpoil'd of his Fortune by his Confcignce than 
his Luxury, and to behold him under the Strake of the 
Headſman, than under thoſe more infamous Executioners, 
his Luſt and Intemperance; yet I fear, if the Martyrology 
eren of thoſe ſuffering Times were duly ſcann'd; Zan and 
Bachus would be found to have had m morg 2 
than God and Loyalty. 23 1. 

My Conſtitution utterly unqualify'd me for a hard D ind 
ker, and ſo I was forc'd to plead Indiſpoſition and Inahili- 
ty, which in conſideration of my being a Stranger, and up- 
on a Journey, was allow'd of; I ſtay 2 with 'em till about 
Ten before I went to my Chamber, whither I was attend- 
ech by the Landlord, who ask d me ſeveral Queſtjons, in 
1 (I ſuppoſe, as he was directed by the Company) ty: | 
diſcover who I was, but that I thought was uſeleſs here. 
and ſo I only made him an Anſwer in the general. 
Between four and five next Morning I ſet out, with a 
Reſolution to reach Northampton that Night ; and I be- 
lieve, had been there in good time, if I had not been inter- 
rupted by an unlucky Accident, which carry d me another 
Way, and was the cauſe of no ſmajl. Trouble and Diſcan-: 
tent to me aſterwards. 3 

When I. had travelled about 6 it Miles onwards of my | 
Journey, I overtook a Pexſon n the Road in the Ha- 
bit of a Clergy-man, and truſy, both from his Garb, Be- 
haviour and Diale&, had no grounds to ſuſpect to the con- 
trary. I accoſted him with all the diſtance and r 
GP * OA Was due to his Gharatter ; and indeed, his; 
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| 24 The Compleat Abndicaut, 


Deportment and Reply was decent and genteel enough; he 
was bound for Northzmpton as well as me, he told me, and 
provided I would not over-walk him, would gladly em- 
brace the Benefit of my Company. 

We walk'd . about two Miles before we opt, 
and then we call'd at the Perſon's Houſe; to whom I had 
the Token from my honeſt Landlord at Leightor 5. he treat- 
ed us with a great deal of Civility. and Reſpect, and no- 
thing would ſerve his turn but we muſt ſtay all Night; 

whether he took any thing for our Entertainment; I can- 
not remember, but to the beſt of my Knowledge he did 
not, and would very willingly have detain'd us for tu/o or 

three Days longer, and wid offer d to lend us Horſes to 

5 Northampton. 

this time my Aſſociate had ſufficiently inſtructed 
himſelf in my Inclinations, and accordingly the more. to 
ingratiate himſelf with me, pretends - he was one of that 
unhappy Number, that the Government had maliciouſly: 
| and unjuſtly.depriv'd of his Preferment, for not taking the 
| Covenant; and, what was worſe, that a Conjunction o 
hard Circumſtances had driven him from his Friends and 
; Country, to ſeek Bread and Liberty among Strangers. 4 
Here I began to cloſe with him, and gave him a ſhort 
Account of my Cale, which he receiv'd with ſo mach Hy- 
pocritical Com paſſion and Formality, that indeed I thought n 
him one of the moſt deyout and pious Perſons that I had By | 
ever converſed with in the whole courſe of my Life: He 
told me, he was of Hart-Hall in Oxford, and gave me ſuch 
a dingular-Account of the Manner and .Conftitution of the WW 
Univerſity, and the Names and Characters of ſo many 
eminent Perſons, that there was not the leaſt ground to ſu- * 
ſpect him. I muſt confeſs, the Remembrance of my for- 
mer (ompanion often came into my mind, but then when 1 
I'came to compare their different Character and Demea- I h 
nours, I could not forbear blaming * ſelf for N * be 
cion. be 
In a few Hours we had contracted a very ſtrict nd ſo- < 
lemn Friendſhip, and, as I thought, began to deal our der 
Minds one to another, Wich all the candor and frankneſs of u 
true and fincere Friends; he told me ſeveral odd, but de- >: 
lightful and pleaſant Accidents, that he had been forc'd to — 


e ſince he had been reduc'd to the bard ſtate of 
an 
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. Unhappy Boggar. | 27 
an Itinerant; I gave him in retum an Aceount of ſome | | 


mine, but particularly my late Adventure with the Moun- 
tebank, together with the manner of. my Deliverance: 


Moreover, I recited the Verſes and Letter to him which I 


writ at Leighton; and gave him a full and particular Rela- 
tion with what- extraordinary Candor they receiv'd em, and 


how kindly the good Gentleman: and his family treated and 


reliev'd me in all r 
He told me, upon the hearing of the Letter and Verſes, 
Notwithſtanding my Misfortunes, I was one of the hap- 


pieſt Men living, and if I would but actuate that Talent 
that god had entruſted me with; I need not doubt. a Sub-" | 
ſiſtance in any „ that very Copy of 


Verſes and Letter, ſays he, if yon knew- how to· apply 


them rightly, were a ſufficient 2 mecams to carry you - | { 


all over England but, ſays he, I find you are but a 
Voungſter in the Secrets of Travelling, and therefore upon 
our March to morrow, I'll give you ſome general Inſtruc- 
tions, by the help of (which you'll be able to underſtand 
your Birineſs a little better. 

To be an exact Maſter in this Kind of Art of Liviu 1 


muſt tell you requires a great deal, both of Judgment. Diſ- 


cretion and Experience, and when. once you're arrived to a 
tolerable Perfection, a Perſon of your Sence and Learning, 
may make his Paſſage through the World with abundance 
of delight and ſatisfaction. 


IWas too late now to deſeend into Particulars, awd 155 | 


we went to our reſpective Apartments for that Night, with 
a mutual reſolution to be up early in the Morning in order 
to proſecute our Journey, as weaceordingly did about e. 
ven the next day. 

When we came at a convenient diſtance Sent the Torn, 
I put him in mind of his Promiſe; i. e. to inſtrutt me in 
the Secrets and Myſteries of a Travelling Mendicant, which 
he readily comply'd with, and withal told me, to prevent 
being miſunderſtood, it would de neceſſary to Sive me a 
general Idea and Notion of the Buſineſs. 

As to the Science and Occupation of Popping, (for *that 
in ſtrictneſs of Senſe is the ꝓropereſt Name I can call it by) 
'is in the mean a kind of ars vivendi, a ſort of Trade and 
Profeſſion as well as any of the reſt, ſo that if it be not al - 
* nicely * 1 the Rules of * * 4 _ 
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a; Compleat Mendicant, | 


ſult the Nature and 'Temper of the Perſon you are to make 
recommend your ſelf to him: Our Method for this is, 


. Expence of Six pence, we may be equipt with the ſeveral 


and Truth, there's as much, if not more, to be ſaid for 


it, than for any other Science or Calling. 

But Sir, ſays I, Is it impoſſible fora Man to be virtuous 
and a Mendicant? We have it from the Mouth of a great 
Man, that a Man may be poor or ſick by Misfortune, but 
none can be vitious or unjuſt, but they muſt be the cauſe 


of it themſelves; and truly, I cannot ſee what tolerable 


reaſon can be aſcrib'd, Why an ingenious and faithful Ac- 
count of our Circumſtances ſhould not be as moving and 
acceptable as one that is forg'd and ſurreptitious. 

I grant indeed, ſays he, that the true State of your con- 
dition, provided you had none but loyal Perſons to make 
your Addreſſes to, were ſufficient, but then how would 
you do, if you ſhould fall intoa Country, where there are 


none of theſe ſort to be found, which you know is not im- 


poſſible conſidering the Age we live in? Beſide, if you 
take up the Trade (as I faid) quatenus ars viwendi, why 


then, I think in point of Prudence, you are oblig*d to make 


the moſt of it; and if there be a little Prevarication upon 
occaſion, I can't perceive where the great Sin or Harm of 
it lies; you know a violent Neceſſity can plead to any 


thing, even to the Breach of the general Rules of Civility 
aud Modeſty. But Sir, this is all foreign to our caſe, and 


if you throw ſtumbling Blocks in my Way, you can never 

expect I ſhould diſcharge my Promiſe. 1 | 
To go on therefore, If you intend to be a Proficient in 

the Science of Begging, your firſt Buſineſs will be, to con- 


your Application to, and by what Expedient you may beſt 


.commonly to go to ſome adjacent Ale houſe, where for the 


Characters and Inclinations of all the Gentry and Clergy 
within four or five Miles round. 1 

When you have hit of the Perſon, the next thing is, to 
conſult whether it be moſt proper to attend him your ſelf, 
or ſend him the nature of your Caſe in a Letter; if you 
do the firſt, you muſt be ſure to fix upon ſuch à time, 
vehen you are marally certain he is not engag'd in Buſineſs 
or Company; if you do the latter, the great difficulty, is 


to get your Letter handſomly convey'd to him; my way, 


(and I think tis the beſt) is to carry it my ſelf, and walk 
44att the Hall, Ec, till I have get my Anſwer. He 
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Or, Unhappy Beggar. © 27 
He had went on with his Diſcourſe, if we had not been 
interrupted by a third Perſon, of whom, my Companion 
enquiring the Way to Northampton. we were informed 
that we were come more than two Miles out of the road, 
and that our way lay directly back again; which I believe 
from the ſequel of the matter, was rather a deſign than a 
miſtake : He aſk d me, / my occaſions at Northampton 
were fo urgent, and particular, that I could not avoid go- 
ing thither ? If they are, ſays he, I'll accompany you with 
all my Heart; for my own part, I am not oblig'd to any 
one place, and ſhall be willing to diſpenſe with a greater in- 
condeniency than this, for the ſake of ſuch good converſation. 
I told him my Buſineſs was only to carry a letter of re- 

commendation to a loyal clergyman, in order to requeſt 
him to accept me as an aſſiſtant in his School, from whence 
J propoſed ſome ſort of ſettlement, till I could be able to 
gueſs how it would pleaſe god to diſpoſe of the World. 
I your reſolutions are fix'd to undertake the drudgery of 
an uſher (ſays he) far be it from me to oppoſe it; however, 
J may tell you as a friend, *tis but wedding your ſelf to a 


life of ſlavery, vexation, and confinement ; and indeed, 


were I in your circumſtances, had I your parts and youth, 
and were I maſter of ſo many qualifications as you are, it 
ſhould be the laſt buſineſs in the kingdom I would take up 
8 | . 

But fir, ſays I, (being alas ! but too eaſy to be perſuaded 
in that particular) if I ſhould relinquiſh my pretenfions, 
what muſt be done for a ſubſiſtence; I have neither eſtate, 
money, nor friends, and to be left deſtitute in ſuch a bar- - 
barous age as this, is a reaſonable inducement for me to 
put my hand to any thing for an honeſt livelihood, that I 
am in the leaſt capable of undertaking. a 

I will, ſays he, in no reſpe& interpoſe in your affairs; 
as for a ſubſiſtence, my condition in every point is the ſame 
with yours, and has been ſo ſor divers years, and yet thanks 
to my ſtars, I have never wanted Food and raiment, and 
what's more, have enjoy'd a freedom and priviledge which 
you muſt not expect under the capacity of an uſler. 
Beſide J have had the opportunity of ſeeing ſeveral coun- 
tries, and making my obſervations upon the men and things, 
which I muſt tell you is no inconſiderable advantage to a 
man of parts and * But ſir, ſuppoſing all chis, I 
7 5 -þ 2 can- 
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. Compleat Mendon nn 


. £annot be ſo vain to believe, that my parts and learning 
|, (as you are pleaſed to intimate) can any ways entile me to 


E. _ mile aut of town — excellent lady, r 


privileges; neither can I underſtand, 


— Lach 
4 ee I were qualified in all reſpects as you repreſent me, 
0 


w I could be ſecure of food and raiment, and withal en- 
Joy the grateful opportunity of ſeeing the country, which I 
muſt own ſeems. to me an advantage as great as Roy: thing 
Elſe you can morally propoſe. 

All that II tell you, faith he, is from my own experi- 
ence; I have already paſt through ſeveral happy years in 
an itinerant ſtate, and though I have very feyok 
fections you are maſter of, to aſſiſt me, have. a very 
comfortable progreſs; but tis nonſenſe to multi ply words, 
and therefore the ſhort of the caſe is this, if you think fit 
to join your ſelf with me, you may depend upon a true 
friend and faithful companion; and then for our ſubſiſtence, 


I could eaſily demonſtrate to you, that there is not the 
leaſt ſhadow or pretence to apprehend the wants or defeats 


of it. 


CHAP; VII. They Hraggle together into 3 ery va at 


venrures in their paſſage, the mendicant writes a Latin letter to a lady, 
and it plentifully rewarded; they are buth ſeized, and carried before a 
' © magiſtrate ; the itinerant is di iſcover” d to'be an inpgftor, £24 tbe mendis 


can: 8 acquitted. 
Tthoat very many ſecond conſiderations, 1 reſol d 


upon this new expedition, 2, e. to take a turn a- 
bout the country, in company with this ingenious and (as 
I thought) honeſt itinerant ; about three in the afternoon 
we reach'd Oundle, where we ſtay'd all night; my com- 
rade I found was very well known all over the place, ha- 


ving, as the woman of the houſe inform d me, preach'd 
there about half a year before, to the great ſatisfaction and 


applauſe of the whole town. 
To give him his due, he was a man, as far as cab be 


* preſumed, without learning, a maſter of the Emg4/ tongue, 
and truly I was mightily fatisfied to ſee with what reſpect 


and — every body treated him; we were here mer · 
ry and jocular; but, ſays he, young gentleman, you muſt 
take this for a general rule, never to ſpend of che main 


ſtock, but upon caſe of 


Come, ſays he, I have thonght of an adventure, which 
I am confident will defray the charge of the night. About 


4 


— 
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trrite out your verſes, and 1 eee 
day, and I'll get em convey'd to her, which T a 
certain will be a piece, or at leaſt half a piece in our wank 

I had much ado to reconcile my felt to this ungrateful ex- 
pedient ; however, after a great many intreaties from him, 
and reflections upon my ſelf, and withal conſidering that 
the thing was not malum in ſe, I did comply with his re- 
queſt, and tranſcrib'd them juſt in the 80 words and form 
as I firſt writ em at Leighton. 

Im ſure he had an en em away above an N but 
comes a maid-ſeryant with à letter direQed to Mr. Pere- 
grine——the contents were theſe. _ 

Sir, By your ingenious copy of werſes and letter, 1 find you 
muſt needs be what you pretend to, an honeſt gentleman in 
aiftrefs : Indes I am — forry my preſent indiſpeſitiou avilt © 
not allow me to ſee you; you may depend e it, it is not © 
avant of reſpect whith your extraordinary wit and parts may 
command from any body. I have. ſent a fmall token by 4 
bearer, which I hope you'll do me the favour to accept 4, 
from your humble ſervant, W——O. 

The ſmall token, as the good lady was pleaſed to call Pf i 
was thirty ſhillings, four or five of which 1 think wo 
that night, and put the remainder into a common bag 2 no- 
thing could be more innocently pleaſant and mercy. hon 
my companion: was through the, whole evening, tei 
I was fo. well ſatisfied in my new adventure, . ſor che, 

prefent I had utterly: forgot all my former misſortunes. 1 
We ſtaid here all ſunday, 5 upon monday . 8 
ſet forward again, reſolving to make- TJ beſt of qur way to, 
Boſworth'in Leicefter/bire, where: he told me before he went 
into the South, he left his horſe, and ſeveral other travel. 
ling neceſſaries. In our way he would: be very often diſ- * 
courſing, and commending fuch a kind of liſe, and Sine. 4 
ſach pleaſant accounts of ſeveral diverting x he: hac 
met with in his travels, that indeed I was very e 
fected and rejoicedin his eonverſation: 

When we walkt. about five miles we came tha W 
tle ale houſe, and there inquiring as his manner was, what. 
gentlemen. there were near, the man of the houſe told him, 
there was one of the worthieſt men in the whole country, 
that liv'd within half Am mile; here he would have had 1 


wp ** ee 5 [ poſitrely i ; pane! i 
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Toer be would not be denied, but T ſhould write him a leE 
"ter, which! did i in the following words, nd put his name 
—_— 

SIR, Ton ** this from one of the e men 4. 
wing, from a poor clergy-man, which a harſh and ſevere 
laau hath firſt forc'd out 2 Me church for refuſing the cove- 
' nant, and then a complication of hard circumſtances from his 

Friends, and-country, to ſeek-breadand liberty among firan> 
gers. Sir, the character you: -bear, both of a good andgreat 
man, encourages me to believe that you will in . meaſure 

commiſerate the ewretched condition of a moſt diſtreſſed ſtran- 

ger. Pity and forgive him I beſeech you, fir, and accept his 

#hanks and prayers,” who fhall ever efteem it an honour and 
a Bappineſs to be thought avorthy to be admitted into the. num. 

Ber hero thoſe that are bound to ble eſs you Fax: 5 "charity and 

ence. 

i 1150 letter he carry'd himſelf, nd FI genikman; as 

he lold me, gave him a crown; to the. beſt of my remem- 

brance we ſpent two or three days at this: lice ale-houſe, 
comerade going out every morning, to Fetch in contri- 

bation” (as he calPd it.) When we had done there, we 

fet forward again, and the night followiog came to a walk 

Market-town about eight miles further. 

Here my Companion diſcovers a new ewe, f. e 

X Lady that was an excellent Miſtreſs of the Latine Tongue, 
| very charitable and compaſſionate to all ſorts of Stran- 
7 and Travellers, and nothing would ſerve his turn but 
5 Tut det her in a Lahm Epiſtle, which tho I thought 

Wlus a v Tres Expedient' yet my fornier Succeſs, and 

his Intrea her, T6 far prevail'd with me, that I was 

- reſolved to 7 e Event, and Flo. fat down, and with ſome 

4 RE. of Rota -acigticn N 5 re this a Let 


. 
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O20). regrinus fur ; /; fortem gue buc pur adduxit, averſe 
 fertunce Tus & malitia 72 _ fuerifibus anms bouts Lig a 

2 Kati, k tandem ad Oxonium miſſus, ubi per tres fehs e 

Pe anner incubigi, at interim amitis perditis & defunttis a 

f {NEE [77 mii) baud invitus diſceſ. Appropinguan, 2 
1 uam In otam Patriam, gumiliter imploro benig-/ 
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'Peregrination. 


. carried before Sir B. D. a worthy Juſtice of the Pease 
that liv'd in the Neighbourhood ; my Comrade” was'called-' 
2 Aſt to his Examination, and tho he — his defence: With. 


corroborating Circumſtances, that there was no poſhbjlity 
f ib to ſtifle, or evade it. | | 


= Toecially that his Orders, Teſtimonials,&c. were allfqrg' 
bend bad ſtraggled the Country with another Womaii;ehichys 


Þ the Whole, although «the e Juſtice as a Gerten 
extraordinary Temper and Compaſſion, and would 
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* eipiam.  Miſerere © Fuwenis Magnæ ſpei, F. ampridem n Nunc 
perituri, fic ped Lao . tui e in Hoc Munda 


EO. ' Peregrinus 
Is Anſwer to his, next 1 I receiv'd a gente 
Note with ten Shillings, with ſeveral neat and pretty Apo 
- logies for the ſmalneſs of the Preſent. By the help of 
«theſe kind of Letters, Letters of Requeſt, Petitions; and 
other Mendicant. Conveniencies my Companion was well 
furniſſid with, we wander d the Country for about a Month 
before we. veacht Bouorth,. which was the Place my. Aſſo- 
ciate had pitcht upon to continue at for t ree or four Days, 
in order to equip us With Necellaries 1 for a Summers. 


Fe? Expedition. 
t 


Twas about Alt a Clock, 1 [ REY before we came | 


to our Qaarters ; and truly 1 Think we had not been there 
Above half) Hour, but in comes a Conſtable with a ſtrong 


arty of Aﬀfiſtance, and ſeiz d us both; it. ſeerns they h 
red my Itinerant Friend to be a r . 
{what was Worſe, that by an ungrateful piece of Knaverys 
ad cheated an honeſt Gentleman in Farwickhire out 
e Horſe he had left here till his return a his South 


ml 


To make ſhort of the Story, we were both n 7 


aſſurance and readineſs, yet the Charge iagaiul N 
bim was ſo heavy and plain, and — by fo .nianyp: 


They prov d ſeveral very black t thi ns upon him, bY 
and counterfeicedz and that he'had left his Wife at Tan, 
e either Was, Gar leaſt pretended to be married to; e | | 


willingly have faved or fe the Crimes againſt him were ſa 
exaltedly hainous, and ſcandalous, and ſo evidently and 
clearly proved beſide, that he was conſtrained to order hig 
Clerk to make Wh aum for en Goal. 


———ů— So > — — — 


7 $i oF + 


.. Ä . K . — 


35 E Compleat Nendicant, 


My tun eeme next, and truly he was not more ready to 
plead for, and excuſe his Villany, than I was at a loſs to 
defend my Innocence. The good Gentleman pereeiving 
me in ſuch a ſtrange Agony and diſorder, kindly told 
me, I need not be ſo mightily terrified, I was not charg d 
with any of his Crimes, but oily with being in his Com- 
pany, which ſo far encourag d me, chat in à ſort of per- 
plext manner, I gave a general account of our meeting, 
and of all our Travels and Tranſactions, with which che 
Juſtice, and all the Company were ſo well ſatisfied; th 
a Advice, 1 was ant dil? 
CHAP. VIII. The Mendicant returns Tate Northam g- 
'  tonſhire, delivers his Letter he had from the Gentleman at 
Leighton, the Clergyman by ⁊bbom he i ruroi o d as an ber, 
Se isordained a Deacon, the Clergy-man s Sifter falls in 
+ - Zowewith him, td avoid which be fonſates his Place, 4 
3 returns to bis former Profeſſion of @& Mendican. 
Eing dividedfrom my Companion by this unlucky A 
cident, I was in a deep Quandary whether I ſho 
Carry on my new Profeſſion upon my own Bottom, of x 
turn into Northampton-feire, and: deliver my Letter, wiuch- * 
| by great accident I had preſerv'dz my former waere and 
| { Encouragement, together with my rambling Itch - and | 
jon to ſee the Country, had certainly garried: — 
| af the Fate of my late Aſſociate: had not h intetpes d. 
abe profpe&t of which wan dn diſmal and. heful” ſto: me, 
chat at length, tho? not without ſome- reluctaney, Lega 
uded upon the latter; but jaſt as I way packing, dh 
mes a Meſſenger from che Juſtice vf Peace, with Auries 2 
bat I muſt inflantly come and ſhear avith him. f <2 3 
When I came there, I found the Gentleman ad Y 
Lady walking in his Coum who immediately ee # ' By 
0 e ta him. 77a 3 1 auas very ſom © 
l e bad Company; but hope it auill bs d can wt 
[ 70 you for be future, bow you embark your ſelf, with. 
Eers: Says the good Lady, you! hu bed a eee 
werance ; for tis a thenfend fo one, if you had cortitiu' au 
| Rambles auith him, but he'd have draws you fue [ping , 
| conveniency that might bave Leun . 9 da . 
They order d me to Siem into thi: | 


= 
3 
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_ Circumſtances : which I did in as comprehenſive a manner 


commanded me to ſit down with em in 4 — | 
and ta give em a particular Narrative of my Travels and 
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as I could ; and withal, - repeated to em my Verſes, | Let- | 
ters, &c. with all the reſt of my TranſaQtiond ce my ff : 
departure from Oxford. 
They were both — pleas d and affected with my 
Relation, and the Gentleman gave me ten Shillings to help 
to bear my Charges into Nerthamptonſbire, and ordered one 
of his Servants to go two or three Miles with me, to ſet 
me in the ready Road: and moreover, enjoyn'd. me to 
ſend him a Letter, with an account of my Succeſs, Qc. as 
I did about a Month after. — 
The fourth Day at Night I came to the end of my Jour: | 
ney, and deliver d my Letter, according to direction; and 
indeed, was -receiv'd with a civility and reſpe& beyond what | 
T could reaſonably imagine; they told me my good Friend 
at Leighton had ſent two other Letters in my behalf, and 
were under very. great Apprehenſions and, Trouble to And 
out What was become of me all this while. 9 
I pretended ſomething (I can't tell what) which paſy'd 1 
well enough for an excuſe ; and ſo the next thing was (after. 
ſome ſhort Examination). upon what Terms I would conſeut 
to live: with, him ? which 1 referr'd to himſelf, and he very 
didly offer d me twenty Pounds per Aunum, Meat, 
ink, "Waſhing, and Lodging, and the convenieney,. of 
bis Books and Study, as &ften as I had occafion; < 747 * 
With this I chankſullj œomply' d and — A * 
ing he conducted me. into his School, where were about 
thirty Gentlemens Sens 4 the greateſt Ft of which were 
in his own-Family. - 
And now I began to think my ſelf as chappy- as could" 
wiſh ; having, beſide the opportunity of a furt and ſettled — 
the advantage of a pretty good Library, and the converſa- 
tion of a learned i * ious Mat, that upon all oggaſ 
would: be ready td give me his Advice and;{niieffetions 2 
We livd nr} like two Brothers; our Temps, -Inclt- 
nations, and principles ſquaring ſo exactly, that in the 


e I don't remember. the leaſt jqpgle 


or di Rs 
Apout half a Year afterwards there came::the worthy 
Lihopof EIN AE IT in —_—_— — 
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; _ and nothing would ſerve my Friend, but I ſhould 
embrace the Opportunity, and be ordained a Dea 
This Motion at firſt I was unwilling to condeſeye 
pecting (as I had good Reaſon) my m_ lifficiency, 
and Want of Age and Learning. 2 

We had ſeveral Debates before he coul revail with 
me to lay my Hand to the Plow ; but having convinc' 
me from the Canon, which, as he quoted to me, did on- 
ly oblige me, reddere rationem fidei in Latina Lingua; and 
having clear'd up all my other Doubts and Suſpicions, by 
the Help of the Character he had given of mie, and a 
Title and Teſtimonial he had procur d, upon St. Thomas's 
Day following, which > to fall that Year __ A 
Sunday, Twas: 
My Lord examin' "me himſelf and withal told me, 
IJ came to him fo well recomniendad, that he ſhould asg me 
but few Queſtions. The: moſt material, to the beſt of my 
Remembrance;. were concerning the Three di ſtinct Offices 
of our Saviour, with ſome other ſhort Matters relating to 
the Conſtitution of the Church of England, and Kingly 
Government. 

Sometime - after my Ocdination, my worthy Patron 
would nes engage me to preach in the Pariſh-Church ; 
which, after ſeveral Intreaties, I was forc'd to comply 


with. It would look like Vanity in me to tell you with 


what general Applauſe I acquitted my ſelf; I had the 
Thanks and Careſſes of every Body for my Sermon; but 
from none with ſo much endearing Sweetneſs and F riend- 
hip as from the Siſter of my Friend. 

And here my cruel Step- mother, Fortune, begins again 
to try her Experiments upon me: From this very Inſtant 
this poor young Gentlewoman eſpouſes a particular Tender- 


neſs and Eſteem for me; which ſhe ſo long unhappily for- 


ſters and cheriſhes in her Breaſt, that at length by DE” 

it ſwell'd into a violent and paſſionate Love. 8 
I ſhould wrong her Memory, and the Judgment of all 
that knew her, if I ſhould not give her the Character ſhe 
both enjoy d and merited;; 1. e. of a Virtuous, Sober and 
Diſcreet, and withal, a Beautiful Noman, barring her laſt 
Miſtake in beſtowing her Affection upon ſuch an unhap py 

Wretch as my ſelf. 

She made à thouſand pretty and innocent ſorts (of 
er 
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her Paſſion; and truly I ſaw it well enough, though I 
thought it Prudence not to let her know it; every Body in 
the Houſe {eſpecially her Brother ) perceiv'd it as well as 
my ſelf; and indeed it grew ſo violent and rapid at laſt, 
that ſhe had enough to do to contain her ſelf within the 
ordinary Bounds and Meaſures of her Sex. e 

I knew not what to do in this difficult Conjuncture, and 
indeed was much more concern'd for the unhappy Gentle- 
woman than for my ſelf. Marriage I was reſoly'd againſt, 
being fufficiently convinc'd, that neither my Circumſtances, 
nor my Temper would in any Reſpect agree with ſuch a 
State of Til” - 50 

Upon one Hand lay a large heap of Obligations and Fa- 
yours I had receiv d from her Brother; on the other a com- 
pendious Chain of her own endearing Kindneſſes and Cixili- 
ties; and which way to ſteer a ſafe courſe between theſe two | 
dangerous Rogks, I could not determine; F7r/, I thought, 
if I ſhould ſtay here till her Brother or ſome Friend ſhould © | 
move the Thing, and then reject it, they could eſteem it 
no leſs than the Height of Baſeneſs and Ingratitude, and 
reſent it as an Affront, not to be pardon d: And, Second- 
+; I thought if I went off privately, without taking my 
Leave, *rwould bring ſuch an (dium upon me, that I ſhould 
_ be able to wipe it out, the Remainder of my 

ife. | 

Well, I found there was no Remedy, but I muſt in- 
ſtantly rt lolve upon one of theſe Expedients; and truly as 
Caſes ſtood, I thought the latter was the molt proper; 
and accordingly having furniſht my old Satchel (which I 
had ſtill lying by me, as a Relict of my former Adven- 
tures) with all Sorts of travelling Neceſſaries. Upon the 
next Holyday in the Morning, to avoid Suſpicion, I ſet 
forward upon a new Peregrination ; and at a Village a- 
bout Four Miles off, I writ this Note, which I got con- 
vey'dto *em by a Meſſenger, Se. | | 

SIR, My ſudden Departure, I know, muſt neceſſarily ſur- 
prize you; tis an impetucus Cuſt of bard Fortune that ail! 
have it ſo; the Reſt I leave to your oun Cnceptions, Let. | 
this commend me earneſtly to your worthy Family, to whom 
I <viſÞ all the Happineſs and Bleſſing of both Worlds Accept 
my Thanks and Prayers fer your friendly Charity and Compaſ- 
fron to an unhappy stranger; whom, by a long * 7. 

| aith- 
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faithful Kindneſſes, you bave inſeparably bound to acknowledge 


himſelf for ever, 
Your- moſt obliged Uſher, 
PEREGRIN E. 
Here the Mouſe would needs offer me her Help in my 
Melancholy; and as I walk d along, dictated to me this 
mort Ode. 
Ob Life! thou'rt nothing but a Sound, 
| A weak built. Iſthmus, that a while does riſe 
| Beteveen tawo vaſt Eternities ; 
Ang then ſinks down, and cauſt ns more be found. | 
| Alas ] alas! in vain, 
With all our Care and Pain 1 
We ſeek the tott ring Pabrick to maintain. 
Our outmeſt Acts are Nonſenſe all; 7 
 *Tis Nonſenſe all that wwe can a; } 
Through paths unknown vaſt Trains of UI purſue: t 
And Man, the Wretch muſt undergo em all. | I 
"Tavas a fad Truth ſpoke by the wiſeſt King, | t 
ö v 
E 
a 
0 


That better is the Day of Death, 
Man that black Day that gives us Breath, 
Since Nought below can any C- -nifort brings. 
Ii bard, methinks tis bard” 


That Han alone frould be debarr d, | | it 
Even from that Eaſe the Toyles of Brutes reward. 

But ſtill tis Nonſenſe to complain, 2 5 

Ils better fit and bite the Chain. | * Ts 

We muſt drudge tbroughᷣ the Vale, and tamelygo | 

' 2hrough the firange diſmal Weilds and Labirinths of Woe. m 

-CH A P: IX. The Mendicant wanders into Bucking- A 

. hamſhire, 7s entertained by a worthy old Gentleman for 80 

Bis Curate; he preaches à fingular Sermon upon Humili- rol 

ty, the chief Heads of which he jets down at large. any 


| Hen I had diſpatch'd away the Meſſenger with | 
the Note, and ſatisfy d him to his Content for the 
Trouble he would be at, I thought it was beſt, for fear they 
mould endeayour'to recover me, to take a By-way croſs 
the Country,, I don't know how far I wanderd the firſt 
Day, neither did I think it proper to ask Queſtions ; how- 
ever, I found my ſelf at Night upon the Edge of Bucking- 
hamhire ; - ns, at a poor Ale-houſe in a imall Country 
Village, I took up my Station. 


1 L was wy reflecting upon the Family I had py” 
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and entertaining my ſelf with the diſmal Accounts of my 
own repeated Misfortunes, in comes a Gentleman to en- 
quire for. Lodging, that came, as he pretended, directly 
from London ; amongſt other things I ask'd him the News. 
News, ſays he Sir! why, good News for all honeft Gentle- 
men, and eſpecially for thoſe of your Coat; General Monk 
is upon a af neck with his Army from Scotland, and the 
People begin to talk publickly of the Reſtoration of the 
King, | | 

This News pleasd and diverted me, notwithſtanding the 
piercing Agonies I was under. 

The Gentleman's converſation in general was exceeding 
pleaſant and joeular ; we eat and. drank together, and in- 
deed were forc'd to lie together too, the Houſe affording no 
mare than one Bed, and that but a ſucrvy one neither; 
however, there was no Remedy, but we muſt take up with 
that, or the Hay-Mow ; which, as it hapned afterwards, 
had been the better: choice of the two; but to make ſhort of 
the matter, my Bedfellow prov'd to be a notorious High- 
wayman; and the very Day before had committed ſeveral 
Robberies in the Road hetween Dunſtable and Wooborn ; 
and what was worſe, about four a Clock in the Morning 
camea Conſtable with a Hue and Cry, and ſeized us both 
in our Beds. 5 ; | 

My Companion indeed would willingly have clear'd me, 
by alledging I was an abſolute Stranger to him, but Mr. 
Conſtable would not credit him, and fo the next Morning 
we were both carried before a Magiſtrate, he was com- 
mitted to Alesbury Goal, and I was remanded back to the 
Aie-houſe, under a ſtrong Guard, with Orders to be ſe- 
curd for three or four Days, till the Perſons that were 
robbed had view'd me, to try if any of them could give 
any Evidence againſt me; but nothing appearing, and 
my Innocence growing every Day more manifeſt, I was at 
laſt ſet at Liberty. Þ = 

Being now deliver'd from this ftrange dilemma, , which, 
notwithſtanding, had exhauſted all my ſtock, . moneylels, 
friendleſs, and diſconſolate I wander from one place to a- 
nother, till it began to draw towards ſun- ſet, and what to 
do for a little food, and a lodging, I could not imagine: 
Jying in the field was a diſmal apprehenſion, and to venture 
into an, Inn, without money to pay my reckoning, was as 
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ſomething happened that might be more to my advantage. 


churches, and as tis common in the caſe of a ſtranger, I 
had a very large and conſiderable auditory ; the ſubſtance of 
my diſcourſe was upon humility, which my patron tha 
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bad; but while I was thus ruminating upon my dolefil 
condition, I obſerv'd a ſhepherd following his flock not far 
from me, to whom I made up, invrder to enquire where 
I was, and what gentleman liv'd near. OE , 
The good old man perceiving by my looks and geſture, | 
was a perſon in diſtreſs, told me I was in the vale of Ale. 
bury, and that there were ſeveral gentlemen in the neigh, 
bourhood, but they were all O/zverians, and common. 


( fays he) that I Know in this part of the country, is Mr. 
H. of Abbets Afton, a little town about a mile off, and he 
too has been ſo often plunder'd and harraſs'd fince the war, 
and has a great family beſide, that I am afraid things are 
not ſo well with him as they have been; however, I dare 
fay, (a ſtranger, and a gentleman as you ſeem to be) 1 
you think fit to call upon him, won't want lodging and 
entertainment for a night, c. 

1 thank*d the honeſt ſhepherd for his kind inſtruction, 
and withal, reſfoly'd to take his advice, and indeed found 
every thing beyond his repreſentation. The worthy old 
gentleman, upon the very firſt recital of my condition, 
with a decent gentleman like freedom invited me in, anc 
truly | was entertain'd by himſelf and his family, with { 
much friendly civility, that I had hardly met with the like 
in the whole courle of my travels. | 

The next morning, when I came to take my leave, he 
gave me half a crown, and a letter to a neighbouring cler. 
gy-man, whom, he told me, if he was not very lately 
jupplied, wanted an honeſt young man for a curate, and ir 
all outward appearance, I ſeem d to be a perſon fit for hi: 
turn. | 

One of his ſons did me the ſavour to accompany me : 
the gentleman's houſe, who, after a ſhort examination of 
my orders, and other credentials, ' was pleaſed to accept of 
me. We came to no fixt agreement, further than that [ 
was to have ten ſhillings a ſunday, and ſtay with him till 


b 
f 
wealths-men, and good for little: The only gentleman ; 
I; 
if 


The next ſunday I was obliged to preach at one of his 


has preſent himſelt, was fo well pleaſed and affected with, 
„ that 
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chat he engaged me to write it out, and give him the copy, 
the ſubſtance af which you have in the following abſtract. 
MATT H. xi. 29. Aud learn of me, for 1 am meek and 
| boauch in heart. | | | 
T He liſe of the bleſſed Jeſus, as it was altogether a 
compendious preſident of the moſt holy and divine 
1 behaviour, ſo in nothing more eminent and exemplary then 
bor his humility and complaiſance; he ſaw doubtleſs what a 
i ftubborn inſolent world he ſhould leave behind, and there- 
fore both by his doctrines, and inimitable example of his 
b life, endeavours to leave this godlike principle deeply 
b ſtamp'd, and impreſt upon the minds of men. | 
Indeed there's no body that contemplates that miracu- 
lous life with that profound veneration and regard, which 
the nature of the thing deſerves, but will ſoon find it an- 
ſwering the preſent character, and withal, that it is the 
moſt innocent and endearing original for us, that pretend to 
be his diſciples, to copy, and be directed by. Learn of me, 
for ] am meek, and Izv in heart, a 
beſide this introduction. after I had made a ſhort expo- 
ſition of the ſenſe, and coherence of the text, I divided my 
diſcourſe into theſe three general conſiderations. £ 
17. I undertook to give a brief repreſentation of the na+ 
ture and effects of humility, both with reſpe& to God and 
our ſelves. | V | 5 88 
2dly. To give a character of pride, and the dangerous 
and miſchievous conſequences of it. 
34ly. I propoſed the life and behaviour of our bleſſed ſa- 
viour, as the moſt convincing argument to perſwade us to 
charity and humility. 5 
Fit, For the nature of humility, I repreſented it to 
conſiſt chiefly in the reflections upon our ſelves, in confider- 
ing our own meanneſs, and demerit, and putting a modeſt 
and religious value upon our perſons and deſerts, and be- 
Wng conſtantly more ready to give others the honour and e- 
ſteem, than to be affected with the praiſes, and commen- 
dation of our ſelves. 3 
Secondly, I briefly demonſtrated humility to be a noble 
and generous principle, and thought it was directly oppo - 
ite to all pride, and haughtineſs of diſpoſition, yet was 
1 no refpe& inconſiſtent with the beauties and ornaments 
of our religion, 7. e. chriſtian courage and fortitude. 1 
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diſproportion, that is between almighty God and our ſelves, | 


kim with that reverence and proſtration of ſoul, as becomes 


Indeed I cannot in any reſpect conceive, that to be the 
nature of true humility, which conſiſts in a baſeneſs, and 
lowneis of ſpirit, but rather an indication of cowardice, | 
and abjectneſs, by which men are hurried into the violent 
tranſports of joy or ſorrow, by the happy or adverſe ſucceſs 
of every little trifling accident, or concern. 

None had ſo humble a ſpirit as our bleſſed Lord himſelf, 
and yet none a greater mind, and a more abſolute refolut:- 
on; and truly tis the groſſeſt miſtake, to conclude a man 
of a bold and heroick temper, becauſe he's proud and in 
lent, or of a poor and degenerate ſpirit, becauſe he's humb': I | 
andcomplaiſant. This is a common miſtake tis true, but ſtill 1 
*tis a miſtake, and can proceed from nothing elſe but from our i 2 
not underſtanding aright the true nature and effects of humility. ] 

For had we the right notion of humility, we ſhould BY 7 
ſoon perceive the ineſtimable happineſs of the humble man; f 
c 

k 

h 


we ſhould obſerve him open and free, ſerene and calm, and 
not to be affected or diſcompos'd with ſuch mean and low 
things as the proud man is, he's always retired into the 
ſweetneſs of himſelf, wears a ſoul above the reach of 
flattery or contempt, and hath a more abſolute dommion m 
and ſway over his paſſions and infirmities, than to ſuffer lh ar 
Himſelf to be grated or diſturb'd by any of em. th 
Then for the effects of humility, I endeavour'd to prove ¶ w 


that the firſt great effect of it was, that it puts us in mind us 


of the common corraptions, and frailty of our nature, and di. 
copſequently urges us to reflect upon that vaſt diſtance and tal 


the conſideration of which only can qualify us to worſhip 


the greatneſs and majeſty of heaven. 
A ſecond effect of humility that I mentioned, was, that 
it gives us a quick and ſtrong ſence of the mercies of God, 
and diſcovers to us the ſeveral degrees of his bounty and 
compaſſion. 8 | 

An humble man takes notice of every bleſſing and ad- 
vantage, and then reflects upon God as their immediate, 
and direct author, and the grand fountain and original from | 
whence they all fow. FFC 
Such a man believes every mercy too large for his deſert, 
and with the holy plalmih, upon all occaſions, is ready 
to ſay, What an 1* and what is my houſe, O _ 
| > tat 
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that thou Bu Brought hitherto? Still giving every bleſfing 
its juſt and proper eſtimate, by comparing it his owt 
demerit, and contemplating his own baſe original. 

Thirdly, 1 obſerv'd, that humility teaches, nay, enables 
men to undergo the ſeveral troubles and calamities, that they 
are liable to be encounter'd with in their paſſage throngh 
„human life. cha | GEE 
. The humble perſon confiders, and is fatisfied that God is 
bound by no obligations to alter and diſcompoſe the whole 
ſcheme of his providence for his fake, neither doth he e- 
pect that every thing in this troubleſome and uncertain vale 
| MY thould fall out juſt according to his own defign ; ſuch a 
man rather thinks the mifcarriages of his affairs to be the 
product of his own negligence, or inprudence, and upon 
no account will be feduc'd to charge God fooliſhly ; be- 
ſides, he looks upon his afflictions to be tokens of recon- 
cilement between himſelf and his maker, and rather bleſ- 
ſes and praiſes, than murmurs and complains againſt the 
hand that chaſtiſeth him. 

 Fourthly, T argued, that humility compoſed the ſoul and 
mind to a pious and univerſal reſignation, to be ſatisfied, 
and acquieſce, whether it be at the upper or lower end of 
the world, and directed us to the ſhadow of the divine 
wings in all our calamities, and what's more, propoſes to 
us too, a ferenity. and compoſedneſs, not to be ſhaken or 
_—_— by aty of the changes, or charges of this mor- 
tal life. BE | EL | 

It muſt be low and humble thoughts, doubtleſs, that 
can guide the minds of men in making this happy election, 
for ſo long as they look upon themſelves with falſe opticks, 
they can never arrive to this god- like diſpoſition, nor ne- 
ver will till they have unbent their minds, diſ- robed them 
of all their arrogance, and torn off that ugly vizor their 
pride hàth put upon them. I 

Thus far J urg'd the nature, and effects of humility, 
with regard to our more ſolemn behaviour to almighty 
Jod; the next thing I propoſed, was, how requiſite it was, 
vith reſpet to our common dealings and converſations. in 

the world. | | | 
t, Firſt, J offer'd it as a grand means to reſtrain us from 
attempting things above our reach or ſtation, than which 
„nothing can render a man more abſurd and ridiculous, and 
7 5 E 3 _- 
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chis I enfort'd with the pathetick inſtance the holy pſalmiſi 


gives of his humility. Lord my heart is not baugbtiy, nor 
my Eyes lofty, neither do J exerciſe my ſelf in great matters, 


nor in things that are too high for me. 


There's nothing renders a man more the ſcorn and laugh- 


ter of the world, than to ſee him pretending to the know- 
ledge and performance of things that are above his ſphere, 
which humility kindly prevents, by compoſing his mind to 
his condition, and by giving him an honeſt and juſt ſence 
of his own abilities and perfeftions. : Ly, 

Secondly, I briefly ſhewed that humility guides us in our 
receiving praiſe and applauſe ; it ſtamps upon our minds 
that moderation and gentleneſs in the bearing of it, that at 
once intitles us to the character both of good and wiſe men; 
and inſtead of being mounted, and lifted up above our ſelves 


by it, humility directs us to look back, and confider who, 


and what we are. 33 ag 
Humility teacheth us a decent and ſweet behaviour to all 
rancks and degrees. . _ 
Firft, It guides the meaner ſort how to pay a due regard 
to their ſuperiours, and withal direQs. the ſuperiour too 
how he ought to behave himſelf to his fellow Chriſtian ; 
briefly, it keeps men from the vain deſire of ſingularity, it 


reſtrains em from crowding themſelves upon the publick, 


rebates their furious thoughts of precedency, makes them 


\ modeſt and cautious how they cenſure the actions and deal- 


ings of others, nay, what's beyond all this, humility does 
naturally endow us with a quiet conſcience, ' and a content- 
ed mind, the two beſt bleſſings that human nature is capable 
of. This was the ſubſtance of my diſcourſe upon the firſt 


general propoſition, 2. e. the nature, and effects of humility, 


both with reſpect to God and our ſelves. 
The ſecond thing I propos'd was to give a ſhort character 
of pride, and the miſchievous conſequences of it. | 
And firſt, I endeavour'd to repreſent pride as a moſt im- 
pious, and audacious vice, a vice that was branded in di- 
vers places of ſcripture, as moſt deteſtable to God, and moſt 
loathſom and obnoxious to men, and was particularly ſignaliz d 
to be ſoby the ſeveral puniſhments it hath been rewarded with. 
*T'was pride that turn'd Lucifer out of heaven, and Ne- 
buchadnezzar out of his throae, nay, out of all human 
„ 
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deal of the ſame effect, nothing rendring a man ſo incon 
ſiderable. hateful, and contemnable, for it ſets him (in his 
own imagination at leaſt) above both his betters and his 
equals, and conſequently renders him intolerable to his in- 
ſeriours, and ſo to compleat the parallel, ſeldom leaves him 
till it has turned him a grazing, reduc d him to ſome kind 
of extremity, and by that means to know himſelf. 
his vice is ſo well known to be an enemy, and to have 
a malicious influence upon the common converſation of the 
yorld, that we find the wiſer part of it very cautious and 
vigilant how they admit a proud perſon into their ſociety, 
there being, beſide the conſtant noiſe and impertinence, a 
perpetual hazard of wrangling, and quarrels, if not of. 
murther and tumults depending upon it. 

Beſide this, in the ſecond place I repreſented pride as the 
grand abbettor of moſt of our civil and ecclefiaſtical feuds 
and diviſions ; it is indeed a moſt prolific. vice, there being- 
few Sins, to which in ſome reſpects it is not either a parent, 
or a nurſe, but more eſpecially to our religious debates and 
contentions. . 

If we trace the hereſies and ſchiſms from Sinn Ma- 
gus his days, down to our own, we ſhall find pride ſtill a 
principal actor in every ſcene, though perhaps in a diffe- 
rent ſhape and dreſs. | 

There hath been nothing, though never ſo ſacred, but 
upon this account hath been proſtituted, and miſ-uſed ;- 
when Dzotrephes ſeeks preheminence, the dictates of an 
apoſtle muſt be rejected, nay even the divinity of our Sa- 
viour, God bleſſed for ever, muſt be trampled upon when 
Arius wants a footſtool to climb up to his affected great- 
neſs. £2 

In a word, if we could examine the occurrences of all 
ages, we ſhall find that the pride of ſome, animated and 
ſupported by the malice and revenge of others, hath been 
the black original of all the wars and blood that has been 
ſhed. for theſe many years. 

I urg'd ſeveral other things, asa further repreſentation of 
the miſchievous conſequences of pride, but thoſe for brevi- 
ty ſake I ſhall omit here. Nd: | 

The laſt thing I propoſed, was the life and behaviour of 
our bleſſed Saviour, as the moſt convincing argument to per- 
ſuade us to charity and humility. | | 

5 Firſt, 
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das ber king tame to her meet, and fitting upon an af, and 
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repreſented his whole life as one continued ſcene 
actions; I ſhew'd from 


Nie, I 
of innocence, humility, and holy 
his own words how ſolemnly he proteſted againſt, and diſ- 
dain'd the honour and applauſe of the world. * | 
J ſeek not my own glory, faith he, I receive not my 
honour from men, my doctrine is not mine, but his that 
ſent 2 my father dwelleth in me, and he doth the 
os; : : £2 
' He did not do any of his miraculous actions with any 
kind of pomp or noiſe, but with an humble calmneſs, and 
complacency, agreeable to the prophecy ; no acclamations 
could alter, or ſubyert the compoſure of his mind; the 
teſt of his triumphs we ever read of was that of his rid- 
ing to Feruſalem, and then too inſtead of praiſing and mag - 
nifying himſelf, he only bid them tell the daughter of Zion, 


a. colt the foal 
Mat. 21. 5. | 
He was no leſs eminent in bearing affronts, revilings, and' 
perſecutions. In the great article of all, his crucifixion, 
he was fo far from ſhewing any manner of paſſion or bitter- 
neſs, even againſt thoſe that had falſly betray'd and con- 
demned him, that inſtead of aggravating their guilt, he com- 
paſſionately intreats his father to forgive *tmz<epreſenting 
it rather as a fin of their haſte and ignorance than re- 
venge. | | 
In theſe, and many other inſtances I propos d the ex- 
ample of our Saviour's life and doQtrine, as the moſt con- 
vincing arguments to charity and humility, and then to con- 
clude, I urg'd that the moft natural way to expreſs a true 
veneration and eſteem for any perſon, was to come as near 
as poſſible to his likeneſs and fimilitude. _ 

Our utmoft love, without this, looks like diflimulation 
and pretence; tis doubtleſs therefore the higheſt concern of 
any one that pretends to be his diſciple, and to have a va - 
lue and regard for him, to tranſcribe his god-like copy, to 
imitate him as far as we can in the ſeveral virtues of his 
life, and to obſerve all his holy and divine precepts, of 
which this is one of the formoſt ; learn of me, for J am 
meek, and bly in heart, . | | 
CHAP. X. Upon the refloration of king Charles he leave 

bis curacy, and goes to London, makes ſeveral inſucce/s- 


ful 


n 


of an aſi, as is recorded by the ' evangelift, 
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97, Um amn... ) 
Aull attenipits to get preferment, and afterward: in a det 
| Zane and melancholy, leaves the town, ⁊vith 12 
F lutim te return into the country, in queſt of new au. 
dhe: 3 | 2 2 ; y 4 3. | i 7 2 
T Pon the delivery of the copy of my fermon, the 
U worthy Gentleman made me a very handſom pre- 
ſent, and withal, was pleaſed (much beyond my defert) to 
commend the happineſs of my expreſſions, the manlinefs of 
my ſtile, and the contexture of my diſcourſe, and more- 
over directed me in my methods of ſtudy, and gave me a 
catalogue of the books that were moſt proper to be read to im- 
prove my judgment, and ground me in the true principles 
of the doctrine of the church of Exzgland. | 
In this happy ſtate I paſs:d off divers comfortable months 
till the Kings reſtoration, and then I thought, conſidering 


his life in the ſervice of the crown, upon the repreſentation 
of my condition, I could not fail of getting ſome ſort of 
preferment. £6 | gy 

When I came to London, I found multitudes in my own 
circumſtances, abundance of worthy gentlemen that had 
waſted their whole fortunes in the kings cauſe, and were now 
watching about court for ſome kind of bufineſs, that might 
entitle them to a ſubſiſtance in their declining years. 
For my own part, I try'd all the methods that the na- 
ture of my caſe would bear, but all to no purpoſe ; the 
king was advis d, it ſeems, to encourage and careſs his ene- 
mies, and to depend upon the generoſity of his friends, 
which, as ſome about him told him, was a high argument 
of policy and wiſdom ; whether it was or not, I think 
may be eafily diſcern'd from the future ſuccels of things; 
but that's foreign to my purpoſe. „ 

I ſtay d in town, expecting the moving of the waters, 
ſeven or eight months at leaſt, and in the interim had con- 
trated an acquaintance with ſeveral gentlemen that came 
thither upon the ſame errand ; with one eſpecially, who, 
above all the reſt, I perceiv'd to be a perſon of extraordi - 
nary parts and diſpoſition ; with him I often met, and con- 
dol'd the misfortune of loyal men, and could hardly re- 
frain, (among our ſelves) from making ſome reflections upon 
our. hard uſage. | 


This gentleman (as he told me) had ſpent eight hundred 
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my father had firſt ſpent his eſtate, and afterwards ſacrific d 
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pounds per annum, in the wars ; and what was worſe, bad 
a wife and ſeveral children in the country, that muſt una. 
yoidably fall into publick extremity, if the king did not do 
ſomething for him. It would grieve and ſurprize a man, 
to hear him give a relation of his ſufferings, ; and indeed it 
was a very melancholy and aſtoniſhing proſpect, to ſee ſo 
many brave men in a neglected ſtarving condition, whilſt 
thoſe that had been the grand inſtruments of the rebellion, 


I | nay, in ſome meaſure, that had been actually engap'd in 


the murder of the king, advanc'd to conſiderable places of 
truſt and proſit. | eo 
In ſhort, I continued in this wretched ſtate of depen- 
dance, till I had eat up all my books, and worn out my 
cloaths ; and after all, perceiving there was. no good to be 
done at this ungrateful, mercinary court, I pack'd/up the 
poor remains of my equipage, and refoly'd once more to 
commit my ſelf to the blind guidance of my hard ſtep-mo- 
ther Fortune; and in the morning, juſt before my depar. 
ture, in a deep and profound melancholy, I writ the fol- 


W Jlowing eight verſes, and left em ſeal'd up for my friend, 


Fly from this [curvy town, all courts deſpiſe, 
And ner tarment thy ſoul with thoughts to riſe. 


Weir think thy merits can preferment get: 


Fir be a knave, and then thou may ſt be great. 
' Virtue has no prerogative at court, 
I only ſerves em there for ſcorn or ſport. 
The faols and willains riſe, the hyal fall, | 
And the ſame rigid fate ſeems to attend us all. | 
CHAP. XI. The mendicant lea ves London, wanders in- 
to Dorletſhire, takes upon him the habit of a ſhepherd, 
and gives an account of 'ſeutral other adventures that be- 
Fil him. | | | 2 
x Aving waited fix tedious months in a fruitleſs de- 
1 pendance upon an ungrateful court, I ſaw at laſt 
tas in vain to expect preferment among em; intereſt and 
flattery, I perceiv'd, carry'd all before em, and ſo ] reſolve 
to ſteer back into the country, to endeayour to find out ſome 
poor employment that might entitle me to bread and liberty. 
I ſet forward from London the 2oth of March, and the 
firſt night wander'd as far as Uxbridge, about fifteen miles 
from London, without any conſiderable adventure. I ſpent. 
the evening in a melancholy contemplation upon the varie- 
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ty of accidents and calamities incident to human life ; and 
KA 5 y3 upon the whole, was ready enough to conclude that 
death much preferable to it, unleſs it was upon the 

d account, as it is a ſtate of trial and nnn for im- 
mortality and happineſs. 

And indeed I cannot eonceive ( excepting the nen 
of the immortality of our ſouls ) what it is that can ſup- 
port men, and encourage em with ſo much patience and 
chearfulneſs, to undergo the ſeveral turns and revolutions of 
unconftant fortune, to ſubmit ſo-tamely to be bandyed like 
tennis-balls, to and fro, upon the racquets of every eroſs 
and malicioug@acetident, from pain to pleaſure, from ful- 
neſs to want, from honour to infamy, and ſo back again, 
tilthe game is play'd out, and then to return into eternal 
flence and inſenfibility 

With ſuch kind of reflections I ſpent the night, and the 
next morning early I ſet forward again, bending my 
courſe ſill weſtward, reſolving not to make any attempts 
for a ſettlement, till I had remoy'd my ſelf a conſiderable 
diſtance from London. 


The ſixth day, at night, upon enquiry, I found my ſelf 


in Dor/ſethire ; and, what was worſe, was unhappily 
ſtraggled fo far upon the hills, that *twas impoſſible for me 
to recover a town to lodge at, before twas dark 3 and ſo 
I was forc'd to betake my ſelf to the ſhelter of one of the 
little huts the ſhepherds had thrown up in the fields, to de- 
fend them from the rain and heat. 8 

This unlucky accident mightily terrified and diſcontent- 
ed me; however, I found there was no remedy, but I muſt 
endure it; therefore laying my ſatehel under my head, for 
my pillow, and putting my {elf in the beſt poſture I could 
contrive, to defend me from the cold, I laid me down up- 
on one of the ſeats, which was only ſtones and earth, co- 
2 with a turf, and endeavour'd to compoſe uy ſelf to 
re i 

I know not how it came to paſs, whether it was my wea- 
rineſs or diſcontent, or both together, but betwixt em they 
threw me into a deep ſleep, whic! laſted till break of day 
next morning, and truly I was extreamly rejoyc d I had paſt 
off a doleful night with ſo much caſe and ſafety. 

The lark was upon the wing, ſinging her welcome to 
as IE before I turn'd ou: of the earthen 3 

A 


|| - harmleſs and inoſfenſive manner of living, the more ſtill it 
ſieem'd to pleaſe and delight me, till at laſt bgrew fo much 


li off; which after a great many thoughts and reſolutions, I 
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and what was more, and indeed what I have often, though 
upon with the higheſt and moſt profound. thankfy] S. and 

miration, notwithſtanding the of was very and 

wind blewexaQly inta the mouth of the cabin, Idid nd 
find my ſelf in the Jeaſt aMicted or diſorder'd, afterwards 
In my paſſage over the Downs, I met ſeveral ſhepherds 
trudging cheartully to theirfolds ;- and indeed their looks 
and —— beſpoke 10 much honeſt. ſatisfaRion 
and trus content, that. I could not forbear. wiſhing my. ſelf Ml; 
in the ſame condition. The more I reflected upon their 


affected; that I reſolved: to uſe my. utmoſt endeavours to 
gualify my ſelf to undertake the occupation. of a ſhepherd. 

Jo fit my ſelf for this odd adventure, I. perecived there 

were three things to be done in courſe ; firſt, to provide me 

with a ſuitable habit. Secondly, to. inſtruct my ſelf in the 

methods of ordering the ſheep. and ſetting the folds. And 

, to find out ſome ſober, prudent perſon for a maſ- 

ter, that had the reputation of a man of honeſty and ſence, 
and a good governor af his family. 

As to the firſt, I went, direaly to Dorcheſter, - and bought 

a corſe frock, and other accoutrements, as near as I could 

remember, anſwerable to thoſe I obſery'd the day before 

with the ſhepherds; but then I was at a great lols to con- 

trive how to diſpoſe of my ſatchel, and the cloaths I pull'd 


was forc'd, after all, to commit to the Nen of an 
hollow tree. 

Next to this, my buſineſs was to find out a means to 
ſome general Inſtructions how to remove the fold, and ma- 
nage the ſheep; and truly, here I found there was no re- 
medy, but I muſt een apply my ſelf to ſome honelt ſhep- 
herd. 

I took ſeveral turns upon the Downs, belive I -coald 
meet with a ſwain, whoſe face aud deportmeat ſpoke him 
Ht for my purpoſe. At laſt, having pitch'd upon one, 
whoſe antlers, &c. ſhew'd him to have a little more ge- yg 
neroſity and underſtanding than is common among ſuch N wi 
fort of illiterate people, I gave him a ſhort account'of my Mme 
condition, to this effect, viz. That I was à poor un fortu- yo 


wate young man, out of all manner of Ts that my 7 ar 
| 2 
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began to avaſfte apace ; that I had a particular defire to fall © 
into the employ of a ſhepherd, and Gould be glad, for a be- 

ginning, to accept of a place, though never 1 inconſaderable, 
that but would defend me from public extremity. 

The good man at the firſt fight ſeemed mightily affected 
with my hard circumſtances, and withal told me, *twas 
almoſt impoſlible- for a luſty young man to want an em- 
ployment at that time of the year; and, moreover, aſked 

ze, if I underſtood the buſineſs of a ſnepherd? Says he, 

chere are ſeveral other things necaſſary to make a man a 

ompleat ſhepherd, beſide following the ſheep, and ſhift- 

ing the fold, which I don't queſtion your judgment in: But 

hen the great inconveniency of all, is, your being an ab- 

ſolute ſtranger; ſo that unleſs you can give a very good 
account of your ſelf, you'll find it a difficult matter to pre 

with any body. to take you into their houſe. 

I could not very well tell what to ſay to the honeſt ſhep- 
herds' Cbjection; at laſt I told him, I was ſenſible my be- 
ing a ſtranger would conſequently be very prejudicial. to 
me: But en J told him too, that I did not queſtion, if 

could be once ſo happy to get a place, but by my dili- 
gence and integrity, in a little time to recommend my ſelf 

beyond exception. 

As for my own part, ſays the ſhepherd, I am fully fa- 
isfied ; you have the looks and behaviour of an honeft 

man; 8 you may depend upon't, I'll do my beſt to get 
you ſome buſineſs; and therefore, if you'll come to mor- 
row, and tend my ſheep, I l go to ſome of the 9 : 
ing towns, and try what can be done. 

I told him the only buſineſs I was deſirous of at preſent, 
as a ſhepherd's — and if he could aſſiſt me in that par- 
cular, I ſhould endeavour, by ſome means or other, to 

me ke him amends. 

His anſwer was very pertinent FO unexpected, That 
ithout any dependance of amends, c. he had always a 

pity for poor men in diſtreſs, eſpecially for thoſe that ſeem'd 
to be honeſt, as I did. It you deceive me, ſays he, tis 
your fault, you have a good look; but if there be a woolf 
within, who can help it? However, I'll expect you to 
morrow and in the mean time, I ſhall be ſure to have 
"= in m remembrance. | 
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bout Noon. The friendly Shepherd had no ſooner left me, 


from whence I came, as tis their common cuſtom, when z 
-Stranger comes among 'em. > 


deal of Difficulty, I did blunder through moſt of em, be 


jpreſſing themſelves, I ſhould perhaps offer 'em ſome occa- 
oon of Suſpicion, which might. conſequently ruin my fu 


About Four the old Shepherd returns, and found me by 
the Flock, leaning upon his Crook, a Poſture which 
had obſerved very common among em. Well, honeſt 
Fried, ſays he, I ſee you are very diligent, and truly 1 
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CHAP. XII. The Mendicant is entertain'd by a She. 
herd, as bis Servant: He gives @ diverting Relation of 
the Circumflances of his Admiſſion, and the manner of 
his Inſtructions, &c. N 


Ccording to our Appointment, I was with the Shep 
herd early next morning, who I found buſy in chang. 
ing his Fold, and diſpoſing every thing in order, that [ 
might have nothing to do, but juſt to follow the Sheep, 
and keep em from intermixiny with other Flocks. He 
left me his Dog, his Serip and his Crook, with Orders to 
lead em to 2 puticular Place, upon an adjacent Plain, 
where {as he expreſv'd it) he us d to drive em to Laier 2 
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but ſeveral of the Swains that belong d to the Downs, cam 
about me, being very inquifitive to know who I was, and 


They aſkt me ſeveral Queſtions, which indeed I wa 
ſufficiently puzled to get over; however, with a great 


ing ſtill very cautious how I directed my Anſwers, appre- 
hending, that if I ſhould miſtake their Dialect, or uſe any 
Terms that did , not ſquare with their ruſtick way of ex 
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ure Deſign. | 

In ſhort, we had ſoon dane with our Queſtions and Ce 
remonies, and in a little time began to grow as familiar, 
and well acquainted as poſſible. My buſineſs was to leam 
as many of their Calls and Whiſtles to their Sheep, and a 
much of their Language as the Time 'and Opportunity 
would permit; and truly, in three or four Hours (as | 
found afterwards) I had gather'd up ſeveral of their mol 
uſual Expreſſions. | 
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han't been altogether idle neither. I'll tell you what! 
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have done, and if you approve of it, and think good of 
my Propoſals, why then the Buſineſs is over. | 

He told me he had undertaken for 'Twenty Shillings a 
Month to tend Squire F— s Sheep till Michaelmas, 
and that he would give me Two Shillings per Week, Meat 
and Lodging. and 1 ſhould look after one of the Flocks, 
till I could find out a [lace that would be more advantage 
ous to me, | 

I was much affected with the generous Offer of the ha- 
neſt old Man, and told him, I ſhould never trouble my 
ſelf to ſeek after any other Place, but did joyfully accept 
of his Propoſals, and ſhould do my belt to diſcharge my 
Buſineſs, and be always ready to ſignify how much I was 
oblig'd to him for his juſt and fair Offer, Bs 

Without more to do, it was agreed that I ſhould go 

home with him, and ſtay there till Monday, when he was 
to take the Squire's Flock into his Cuſtody. * 

I need not tell you how exactly all theſe Circumſtances 


fell out to my Wiſh. In theſe. three or four Days Intet= | 


val, I had Opportunity to equip my ſelf with Inſtructions 
requiſite to carry on my Deſign; which would have been 
almoſt impoſſible for me without. About Seven we put the 
Sheep into the Fold; and ſo, with as much Satisfaction as 
the Nature of my Caſe would bear; I uudg'd joy fully 
home with my honeſt Maſter. © _ NT 
When we came home, the good Woman was at firſt a 


litle ſurprig d, to ſee the Husband bring in a Stranger ; bub 


that was ſoon over,. by his telling her the Subſtance of 
Agreement. Upon which ſhe bid me welcome; and the 
next thing in courſe was the Supper; which, I think, was 
put upon the Table in leſs than half an Hour after we came 
into the Houſe ; *twas a good cleanly Diſh of Bacon and 
Carrots ; which I eat of with as good a guſt, and as much 

content, as if I had been at the greateſt Entertainment. 
{ While we were at Supper, in comes the Son, and a Boy that 
drove the Plow, that it ſeems had been in the Field a ſew- 
ing Barley, a little later than ordinary: At the Table his 
Father gave him an Account of our Proceedings. The 
young Man feem'd at firſt to make ſome Objections againſt 
em, but his Father ſoon over-ruF'd ; and ſo every thing 
was adjuſted beyond Expectation. | 

gs After 
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Aſter ſupper, the young man takes down a Book, as 
*twas cuſtomary, -and read divers pages in it : I have for- 
got the title of it now; but I remember it was one that 
was writ by a Preſbyterian preacher, for the uſe of country 


families, and contain'd little in it beſide enthuſiaſm and 


nonſenſe. „ 

This was the moſt ungrateful ſcene in tue whole adven. 
ture: However, I did not think it proper for me, as caſes 
Rood, to make any remarks ; and yet, when I obſery'd 
how. zealouſly the fellow read, and. how intent his father 
_ mother were to him, I had much ado to contain my- 

The next thing was, whether 1 could read or no? Yes, 
I told them, I could. The old man would not be ſatiſ- 
fied till he had heard me; and ſo I took a bible that lay 
upon a ſhelf, at the end of the table, and read two chapters 


in the Lamentations of Jeremiah, but withal yas forc'd to | 


change my voice, and alter my pronunciation, that [ 
inight come a little near to their country tone. 

PII warrant you, ſays the old man, you can write and 
caſt account too. I told him I could do a little of both. 
Samuel, ſays he to his ſon, Peregrine will aſſiſt you: 
When I firſt caſt my eye upon him on the Downs, I durſt 
have ſwore, by: his behaviour, he was well bred : Come, 
wite, ſays he, I think we ſhould not make a bargain with 
dry lips; give us a jug of the beſt beer. | 


I can't recolle& every particular occurrence that paſt, 
but this I remember, that we had two or three large jugs 


of very ſtrong well-brew'd-ale, that both the mother and 
her ſon ſpoke. very pleaſantly and freely to me, and told 


me, though I was a ſtranger, they lik d me ſo well, that 


they would be helpful to me in any thing that lay in their 


About nine we went to bed; but I ſhould have told you 
in the firſt place, that the old man liv'd in his own eſtate, 
which was about twenty pounds per annum ; and that the 
ſheep he looked after, were all his own ; and that he ap- 
prov'd a ſhepherd's life beyond -any other, and therefore 
made it his choice to tend his flock himſelf, being indeed 


a little lame, and ſo not ſo well qualified to undertake any 


laborious buſineſs. 


As 
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2 As to my bed, I muſt confeſs, there were ſeveral things, 
— with reſpect to that, that I had much ado to undergo, but 
t particularly the ungrateful ſmells of my bed · fellows body 
and feet. The young man, the ſon, with wWwhom. IJ lay, 
though he was as cleanly a fellow as moſt in the country, 
n. vet his hard labour occaſion d him to ſweat, and conſe- 
e aquently to ſmell rank and nauſeous; however, in a week's 
boy time all things grew cuſtomary, and I ſlept as naturally as 
er if 1 had been bred up among em. | 
In the morning, between four and five, the old man 
7 I conſtantly riſes, and calls up the family; puts ſome vic- - | 
" tuals in his ſcrip, and ſome drink in his bottle, and ſo to 
his fold. I went along with him, obſerving all his mo- 
tions very narrowly, that I might get what inſtructions I 
- could againſt Monday; and truly, barring their ſheering 
o and taging, and ſome ſuch kind of buſineſs, 1 found my. 
ſelf as well qualified as the beſt ſhepherd of em all. 
Upon Monday the old man committed his own flock to 
my charge, being betwixt two and three hundred ; and 
truly I was extremely xigilant to govern em directly ac- 
cording to his method and preſcriptioͤn. | 
In a little time I grew acquainted with ſeveral of the 
ſhepherds, and indeed had ſoon made my ſelf an exact mal» | 
ter of the whole profeſſion. The buſineſs grew very ealy . | 
and delightful to me too, and the manner of life was ſo inof- 
fenſive in it ſelf, that I began to think it one of the moſt _ 
quiet and comfortable ſtates that ever I was in. - 4,» 
The next thing now (being ſo throughly fixt) was to re- 
cover my books, and to diſpoſe of'em, ſo that there might 
be no diſcovery. I found J had abundance of time upon 
my hands, which I could hardly paſs away without their 
help; and therefore I reſolv'd, by ſome means or other, to 
fetch 'em out of the cuſtody of the hollow tree, to ſome _ 
place nearer to me. ; „ | 
In order to which J thought it moſt proper to tell my 
dame, that I had ſome linnen and other neceſſaries that 
lay upon the road till I cali'd for em, and that (with my 
maſter's permiſſion) I would go in a day or two, and fetch 
em: But then I wanted a box to lock em up in, which 
ihe procur'd for me, and ſo the next day I fetch'd home 
my ſatchel, and conyey'd my books privately into the box. 
, F 3 a Every 
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ments and admonitions, (which with- ſubmiſſion, I pre- 


BY form anerror of any ſort) that they admitted of the Com- 
mon prayer book, and particularly gave me leave to read 


5 I had fixt my ſelf in my ſhepherd : 
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Every thing being thus diſpos'd of, and ſettled;. my next 
buſineſs was to think upon a method how I might-paſs away 
the fpare hours I had upon the Downs with the mot ad- 
vantage. I foreſaw if I ſuffer the ſhepherds to come to a 
cloſe familiarity, their converſation. would ſoon grow bur- 
thenſome ; and therefore thought it proper to carry my ſelf Þ 
with a little more ſoureneſs than uſual, that I might by no 


means give em encouragement. 


I found that the toilſome part of a ſhepherd's bufineſs, 
did not commonly take up above two hours of the day, and 
that all the reſt I had nothing to do but to walk about after | 
the, ſheep, the only inconvenience that I perceiv'd in a 

Mepherd's life: However, to fence againſt this as well as 
J could, F apply'd my ſelf to my books and my medita - 
tions, till at length I had drawn all my affairs into ſuch a 

poſture, that I muſt needs ſay, I was never ina 
more perfect and compleat ſtate of quiet and ſatisfaction in 
the whole courſe of my life. 

The old ſhepherd was a very ſober diſcreet man, and an 
excellent governor of his family; and indeed, both his wie 
and ſon extreamly good natur'd and inoffenfive : The only 
objection I had againſt em, was, that the miſchievous 
times had ſpic dem with fanaticiſm-and common-wealth 
principles; but. thoſe too in a little time I convinc'd 'em 
of, and withal perſuaded em againſt the Presbyterian's 
book the ſon us d to read in before bed-time, and introduc'd 
in the room of it, the King's meditations in his confinement: 
At laſt, I had wrought upon em ſo far by gentle argu 


ſame will appear the moſt regular and ſucceſsful way to re- 


the Litany, as 1 did conſtantly every night during my ſtay 
among em. 
CHAP. XIII. The mendicant entertains bimſelf wwith ſom 
Sort reflettions upon his preſent condition, and write: 4 
letter of advice to his brother in London. | 
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t poſſible for me to imagine, yet ſtill I could not refign my 
y ſelf ſo effectually, but now and then ſome melancholy re- 
. flections would break in upon me. Indeed I did my ut- 
a moſt to fence againſt em, but for. all that. I eauld not fo 
-. | intirely vanquiſh the defeQs of human nature; but I muſt 
1 often be ſadly ruminating upon my former and preſent con 

dition. 4 
A The utter ruin and deſtruction of my family was a very 
b, heavy and piercing conſideration ; and what was worſe,. I. 
id | could not apprehend the leaſt proſpect of a poſlibility to re- 
er trieve it; and then again, the hard circumſtances, and ſe- 

z] vere uſage I. had been . encounter'd with, fince my cruel 
2; ſtep-· mother Fortune firſt drove me. into the wide world to 
3. fthift for. my ſelf, were very ſharp and grievous aggravati- 
2 ons; to find my ſelf deſtitute of all manner of friends and 
2 relations, lighted and rejected by thoſe that had promiſed. 
in! me, and indeed, were in point of honour, juſtice and. grati- 

tude oblig'd to aſſiſt me; to find my ſelf ſunk tothe loweſt. . 
m ebb of life, the mean condition. of a ſhepherd ; and what 
fe was the moſt .. tormenting conſideration of all, in a 
ly meaſure depriv'd of the. advantages. of books, ſtudy and 
8 converſation, were ſuch embittering, cruel reflections, that 
th I was very often, I muſt own, unable to bear up. underem.. 
* As to my ſhepherd's ſtate, twas truly the beſt that could 
55 be of that kind; and indeed the melancholy opportunities 
FF ſuited ſo well with my. inclinations, and the fixt averſion IL. 
t had taken againſt the world together, that they had al- 
E moſt perſuaded me. to.reſolve to.make. my. way through 
s the briers and thorns of human life in the ſame capacity. 


e. But to. go on with my account: After I had fixt my.ſelf 
n- in all reſpects, according to my former relation, I thought *? 
ad now it was high time to write to London, to deliver my. 


yh friends from thoſe doubts and apprehenſions which I knew | 
my private departure muſt neceſſarily occaſion. We had | 

every day carriers travelling over the Downs for London, fo 

„ that I had canveniency enough by that means to.ſend my 
of Jetters with as much privacy as I pleas d. The firſt I ſent | 
= was to my brother, that by the aſſiſtance of ſome friends, | 
was plac'd with an attorney of Szaple;-1ng in Holborn, and 

in effect as follows. „„ 3 
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De nendicant's letter of advice to his brother. 

My dear Alexander, 5 | | AR 
Know my haſty and private departure from Londen, 

muſt neceſſarily occaſion the apprehenſion of ſome, 
and the ſurpriſe of moſt of my acquaintance. As for thy 
own part, I am very ſenſible thou haſt been particularly 
affected; but by this thou wilt ſee I am among the living 
however; and I tell thee that, in a far better capacity of 
aeaſe and ſatisfaction, than that ſcurvy town thou art doom'd 
to inhabit,” can pretend to: Where I am, or what I'm a. 
bout, is no great matter to thee, only this thou may*ſt de- 
ßpend upon, I am doing nothing that's unjuſt : I'm in pur- 
mit of a quiet life, where I may breath with freedom, and 
get a little food end raiment, which is all I want or wiſh, 
without being expo#d to the perplexities and hurries, the 
ſcramblings, cheats and undermining of a baſe, mercenar 
world; and this thou may'ſ tell my friends, if I have any 
that think me worth their enquiry : And now I'm writing, 
I conjure thee not to take it ill, if from the trueſt dictates 
of brotherly friendſhip,” I ſend thee a few haſty admonitions, 
Tam confident, if they do thee no good, they can do thee 
no harm; and ſo at worſt th6u*muſt look upon em as a 
well intended impertinecde. 855 
Firſt then, I caution thee as A brother and a friend, not 
to diſquiet and torment thy ſelf abolit the ſucceſs o things ; 
do but thy duty, and let god diſpoſe of thy affairs as he 
thinks fit; if thou diſturbs thy ſelf never ſo much, thou 
canſt never remedy their courſe; but, like a wild beaſt in 
a net, the more thou ſtruggleſt and flounceſt, the more {till 
thou entangleſt thy ſelf, and at laſt, perhaps wilt hamper 
thy ſelf ſo effectually, that thou art never to be extricated 
afterwards. ; | 

Thou art of a good family, 'tis true, but then don't let 
the notion of that make thee haughty, or ill-natur'd; tis 
thy virtue and modeſty that will give the richeſt tincture to 
thy blood, and will ſtamp a character upon thy name, 
large as thy wiſh, - and laſting as the world. | 

Let the honour of our family be a nemento to thee a- 
gainſt all vicious actione, and be conſtantly in thy 
view, to deter thee from any thing that's either baſe or 
mercenary, or can give the leaſt ſtain to the reputation of 


our worthy anceſtors, | 
I have 
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T have already read thee ſeveral: lectures upon the vices 
and follies of the town, which I hope thou haſt not yet for- 
got; and I mult tell thee again, that *twill require thy ut- 
moſt caution and defence to guard thy ſelf againſt them. 
There thou wilt be expos d to all degrees of villany and 
vice, to cheats and proſtitutes, to knaves, bullies and ſhar- 
pers, in almoſt. all conditions and capacities, Thou wilt 
find, (my dear Alexander,) in that lewd Town, whither 
thy unhappy Circumſtances have drawn thee, little elſe 
but Herds of wild Beaſts and Monſters ; ſo that if thou 
ſhould'ſt ever be ſo unlucky to neglect thy grand Defence, 
I mean thy Virtue, they will be ſure to attack thee upon 
the firſt Diſcovery, in thy ungarded part; and then tis 
the greateft odds but they wound thee mortally. 
As to the Law, the Buſineſs that thou art confin'd to 


march through thy Life in, tis in it ſelf a very honeſt and 


reputable Profeſſon;; but then tis ſo ſtrangely corrupted, by 
cunning Wiles and Tricks, by Covetouſneſs, Bribery, Ex- 
tortion, and miſter Ends, that there is but little of its na- 
tive Deſign o be axlcoyered. | 5 

[ know thowwilt pardon-thy Brother, if He ſhould by 
chance ſay any thing to thee, that did not fo exactly ſute. 
thy Temper and Inclination, and under that Notion I will 


| venture to caution thee of one thing, which indeed I cannot 


mention without WP. AY don't let the furious Defire  } 
of getting Money diſtort thee from thy proper Frame, or 
urge thee upon any unjuſt.or irregular Practice; and take 
this along with thee tco, that One Penny well got, will doe 
thee more good in the end, than a Million otherways. 

1 muſt commed indeed thy generous Reſolution to at- 
tempt the Recovery of the Ancient Seat of our Family, 
but yet I would not have it purchas'd at the dear Price of 
Fraud or Avarice; I have obſery'd thee with the deepeſt. 
Diſcontent in my Judgment, too fierce and eager in the 
purſuit of Advantage; but don't let the dangerous Diſ- 
temper grow too far upon thee, leaſt at length it get the 
Maſterſhip, and ſo make thee a Wretch in both Worlds. 

As to thy Religion, I am ſure thou art well principled, 
I have heard thee give a very handfome Account of the Ar- 
ticles of Faith, and Doctrines of thy Church, and let thole - 
be thy Guides to conduct thee thro” all the Labyrinths and 
Turns of thy Life. = 
r 
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For Loyalty, twas a Principle our Father liv'd and died 
| in, it coſt him both his Eftate and his Life, twas the 
| 

| 


Aenarant, 


Cauſe of the Deſtruction of his Family, and has driven thee 
and I naked and defenceleſs into an ungrateful World, but 
what then? He did no more than his Duty, and what the 
' Laws of god and nature requir d; he fell a Martyr to a 
' glorious Cauſe, and leſt a laſting Character of his Fidelity 
to his Prince behind him, which I hope both you and [ 
mall do our beſt to preſerve to our ſelves, and then awfully 
 Celiver:the ſacred Depoſitum to be religiouſly handed down 
do his Poſterity. . | 
For thy Converfation, I have often caution'd thee to 
| have a ſpecial Regard to that; our Companions area ſort 
| of Looking: glaſſes to us, by which we dreſs our ſelves, and 
ſhape our Actions and Fehaviour ; ſo that if the Mirror bs 
falle, the Garb and Equipage will conſequently be wrong 
put on; and then be they never ſo rich and coſtly, we 
make but an awkward tawdry Figure, © -- > 
Leware of contracting a ſudden Familiarity with Stran- 
| gers, or plunging your ſelf at a venture into mixt Societies. 
A few Acquaintance and a few Books, provided they are 
both true, are enough; and if they are not, they are too 
many, you'll find the forming a proper Converſation to be 
one of the higheſt Indications of a prudent Perſon, and if 

u miſtake in that, you will find too twill be a difficult 

tter for you to manage your ſelf in London. 

Your Education and Dyyerſion will require a great deal 
of your Cireumſpection; jthe one ſhould be neither formal 
nor pedantick,nor the-oth&-lewd or extravagant; but they 
ſhould*be both genteel and uſeful, and adapted intirely to 
the Comfort and Qaiet, or the Advantage of human Life. 
Well, Alerander, [will not trouble thee any more now, 


ee 
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but reſerve the reſſf n Admonitions till another Oppor- 
tunity ; as for my-own part, Iam accidentally fallen into 
a By-corner of the World, where, if ſome ſpiteful Acci- 
dent does not remove me, I intend to fix my aan ultra. 
Greatneſs I —_ and abhor, next the Falſhoods and 
_Elatteries of the Court; the Town I abominate too, and 
truly am heartily fprry thy hard Fate has confin'd thee to 
it. Bread and Liberty I have, and the plentiful Oppor- 
tunity of wholſome Air, and innocent Company. I wan 

| 5 5 no- 1 
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Jr, Unhappy Beggar. E 
nothing but a little Library, and one learned Friend, u 
W I could depend for Advice and Affitance : And 
were theſe enſurd to me for Life, I'd 3 uit all future 
Pretenſions. Let all my Friends know I ſend em my 
Prayers and Love; take a double Portion of em to thy 
ſelf, and believe me to be in all moths thy affectionate 
Friend-and Brother. 


/ Peregrine. 


CHAP. XIV. The Mendicant writes a Letter to his 

Friend in London; wherein he makes paſſnonate Ręflecti- 

ons upon the Town and Court, and gives a further Ac- 
count of a Shepherd's Life. 


— 


Dear Capt. 1 


Y ſudden Den from London, I perceive, has 
been the Subject of no ſmall Reflection amongſt 
my Friends ; but why they ſhould be ſo much ſurprized } 
and concern'd ab, I can't imagine, Indeed I'm as much 
at a ſtand, What it cn bon influence them to un- 
dergo ſo long the Dins and Impertinencies, the Dangers 
and Diſappointments, and the contagious Stinks and Smoaks 
of a fulſome beaſtly Town. I know the Pretence is Pre- 
ferment from Court, but why they ſhould be ſo blinded to 
expect any thing ffom thence, I profeſs is a grammes Myſte- 
7 Peake wit Rios formgr. © 2 hich 

erſon with half .an E Tally foe w way 
tie Game is like to go, 22 Hypocriſy are the 
two only thriving Qualifications ge. Court, and poor paſſive 
Loyalty Is Hrs to Rags and | Contempt, or to ſubſiſt 
upon its own primitive ö ny . 

Alas! my Friend, Virtue has utterly laſt her Preroga- 
tive, and unleſ ſhe will condeſcend 74 low to ſneak and 
Cringe to the Knave and the Fool, ſhe may periſh at Court, 
and who but a Coward or a Natural — by with Pa- 
tience, and ſee her ſtarving to Death ? : 
I proteſt I ſtay'd ſhivering upon the of the Waters 
as long as I was able, and there I — ſtay d till 
Doomiday before any Body would have puſht me in, uy- 
leſs a deceitful _ or falſe Promiſe would have done i - 


— 
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60 he Compiear Wenaicant, 


But Thanks. to Providence, I am remoy'd out * 
Verge of your ungrateful Court, and the Noiſe and Filth 
of your Town. Where Jam, or in what Poſt, is nothing 
to the purpoſe; I live and enjoy Bread and Retirement, 
and — 1 2 equal to em both, I am remov'd not on- 
Iy out of the reach, but even from the pain enen 
any manner of S0 or Preferment. 

*Tis true, I ought to have taken my Leave of you and 
ſome other Friends, but indeed my Diſtemper was grown 
ſo hectick, I could not ſtay to do it. Sir, you are the on- 
ly Man that know the true State of my Condition, and 


therefore I think I muſt depead upon you to get me ex- 


cuſed. 
Since my Abſence, I have Wed a few ſhort Eſſay 


upon the Calamities of human Life, which I intend to trou- 
ble you with, as ſoon as J have time to write em out; in 
the mean time by vertue of our old true Friendſlup, let me 
adviſe you to remove your ſelf from Court with tlie firſt op- 
Portunity : It's a dangerous Place; and if you venture to 


Nay long there, it's ten to one but you Il have cauſe to re. 


pent it when tis too late; in my next, you may expect a 
more particular Account, from your true Friend and Fel- 


19 pr 


* 


May 26. | 341 8 | 


To return to my former Narrative: I kept my Shep- 


| herd's Poſt about vs Months, in which time I had ſo ef- 


fectually learnt the whole Myſtery, that as the general Re- 
port of me went, I was one of the beſt Shepherds upon the 
Downs; my honeſt Maſter was extremely obliging and 
courteous to me, and ſo indeed was his Wife and his Son; 
may the whole Village, by vertue of the old Man's Cha- 
racter, behav'd themſelves to me with a Reſpect and Diſ- 
tance, as I thought, much 7 ings what they did to other 
Shepherds. 

Eut ſtill my unlucky Fate purſues me; my Induſtry 

among the Shepherds, in teaching of em to read, and re- 
primanding em as often as I found 'em in any manner of 
Vice or Irregularity, had not o gain d me a fort of Re. 


ſpec 


foe&t among themſelves, but likewiſe urg'd *em, much 
beyond my deſert, to ſpread my Character all about the 
Neighbourhood. 
, Squire F— 
- Wc, and nothing would ſerve his turn, but I muſt needs 
come to him. The innocent old Man my Maſter, was 
apprehenſive at firſt it was only to hire me for his Shepherd, 
and ſo made abundance of Excuſes and Objections againſt 
it, but all to no purpoſe. Within a Day comes the Bailiff 
with poſitive Orders, that he and his Man Peregrine muſt 
ome next Sunday to the Hall to Dinner. 
In the interim I diſcover'd by one of the Shepherds, that 
the common Cenſures and Conjectures concerning me run 
ery high; ſome were of Opinion that I was a Jeſuit in 
Maſquerade, and come down into the Country for a Spy 
others, that I was ſome diſcontented Perſon, or a Perſon 
nat ſome Croſſes or Diſappointments had driven out of my 


of a Shepherd, the better to keep my ſelf conceal d. The 


leman in Diſguiſe, and had taken up a Shepherd's Habit, 
purely to gratify a Curioſity, or a Humour, which was 
strongly confirm'd to them by the Report the Shepherds 

made, that I was often obſery'd to deſire to be by my ſelf, 
where I might write, read, and meditate with the leſſer 
Diſturbance 3 which I ſuppoſe was the Cauſe that made 
them ſo earneſt. to ſee me, that they might attempt to learn 
who I wag, and upon what Account 1 came into Dor/et= 


and never once mention'd it to me, nor ſuffer'd his Son or 
iis Wife to take the leaſt Notice. + 2 

In ſhort, I found this was no abiding place for me if 
I ſtay'd here, I foreſaw, it would be impoſſible for me to 
cape being diſcoyer'd, which I was reſolv'd to prevent 
at all Hazards: But then the next Conſideration was, 
how I ſhould bring it about, and at the ſame time acquit 
ny ſelf handſomely and fairly, to the honeſt Shepherd and 
his Family. In order to which I-could think of no better 
Expedient, than to pretend ſome accidental Buſineſs at Dor- 
chefier,, which would require me to be there for a Day at 
leaſt. The old Man readily comply*d with my Requeſt 


Or, Unhappy Beggar. 6 


F—— it ſcems had heard of me among the 


own Country, and that 1 had taken upon me the Buſineſs 
quire and his Family were of Opinion that I was a Gen- 


hire. All this the old Shepherd at laſt knew well enough, 


- 
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62 *' The Conipleat Mendicant, 
in this panicitar, and withal offer d me one of his Horſe, 
to carry me thither , which I reſected ; however he told 
me his Son ſhould tend my Sheep in my Abſence. 
Having thus far ſettled the manner — my Departure, 
the next thing was how to convey away my Satchel, Books, 
Ec. which was no other way to be effected, but by wait- 
ing an Opportunity wen all the Family was gone abroad, 
and then taking them out, and putting them in a Tecre 
Place, at a convenient Diſtance from the Houſe. Thi 
appned to my Wiſh, and upon Friday Morning I ſet out, 
and when I had recover'd my Satchel, " inflead of Dorebeſ 
ter, 1 directed my Courſe for Shaftebury. 
I need not tell you what a Conteſt I had i in my Mind 
the Refignation'of my Shepherd's Profeflion. The 
| Fenty Entertainment I had receiy'd' from the good old 
Man and his Family, pierc'd me to the Soul, inſomuch 
that I was ſometimes moſt reſoly'd to return and venture 
a Diſcovery ; and I believe I had done it too, if it had 
not been upon the Account of ſome Relations'T had in the 
County, to whom, notwithſtanding their Unkindneſs, (in 
deed I might fay Unjuftce) 1 I was we 0 * Occaſion ci 
Scandal or Reflection. 


© HAP. XV. 'The Mendicant ** teft He! Shepherd 

goes to Shaftſbury, from' whence he writes ſeveral Let. R 
: Ferse, one to his Maſter, the $ hepherd, another to 'Squin ¶ ed 
g F- eee ee and a third to Capt. „ to wwhon to 
"7 he fends ſome ſhort Egays upon the C altthitier of hana an 
Life, aubich he avrit "pon the Downs, &c. nj 


Bout twelve a Clock I reach! Shaftfbury, which'a WM pr 

I was inform'd was nine Miles from my former Ha. an 

tation. 'To prevent Diſcoveries, I had/ difob'd my (elf all 

"of my un Sen herd's Habit, and put on that I came from S0 

Tondia ! in, bot *twas fo rumpled and diſorder d by being Wi ©] 
_ cramm'd up fo long together in my Satchel, that I looked 

Jo very ruff and particular, that I was both 'afraid and 2 85 
ſhamed to go into the Town with it; however I got into 
a little Ale-houſe, as far out of all Obſervation as I could, 


and after 1 had refreſht my ſelf, purfaant to my Refoluti 
on upon my Walk, I uit the id g Betters. 


e Parent. 
De Mendicant's Letter to his Maſter. 
$ 2 ag. 

Good Maſter. 
\ HIS comes to inform you I have quitted your Ser- 


vice, but not out of any Diſſike to you or your Fa- 
mily, I muſt own you have usd me with the higheſt 


ſhall preſerve with the, greateſt ſolemnity through every ca- 
pacity. I need not tell you the Cauſe * that forced me to 
leave you privately ; you, are ſenſible of that already, but 
why your Neighbours ſhould grow ſo very inquiſitive to 


«© - » © 


Shafbury, Aug Your faithful Servant, 


27) 62, 


© Peregrine. 


Friendſhip and Civility, the Remembrance of which I 
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Honeſt worthy Maſter. Who and what he is, is the grand 


Submiſſion, 


64 783 Mendicant, 


Ne Latter to Squire F — | 


SIR, 


T ſeems the Character of an unfortunate Shepherd has 
ſpred it ſelf as far as your Family; poor Peregrine is 
the common Talk of the Country ; ſome cenſure him, 
others judge and condemn him, and every Body miſtake 
him, ſo that to be out of the general Clamour, he is con- 
ftrain'd to withdraw himſelf from the Service of a moſt 


Query, Some will have him a Jeſuite; ſome a Cheat, 
others an Humouriſt, when in ſhort he is nothing elfe 
but the neglected Offspring of a deceas'd Cavalier, whom 
a Conjunction of (croſs Circumſtances have bandied hither 
in the Queſt of Bread, &c. 

I know,. Sir, my private Departure will inflame the 
Reports, and perhaps may occaſion ſome Reflections upon 
my Maſter : That indeed I would prevent at any Hazard, 
and rather than he ſhall ſuffer the leaſt Injury, notwith- 
ſtanding my ſalema Reſolutions to the contrary, will dif- 
cover my ſelf to your Worſhip. „ 


Sir, I beſeech you to pardon this inſolent Trouble from 


an unfortunate Stranger, that with the utmoſt Diſtance and 
Subſcribes, * | 


Shaftſoury, Aug, * 
27, 62. Perꝑrins 


The Letter to Capt. M —. with a Bors E SSA! : 
upon the C alamities of Human Life. hs 

, | ; j : . h 

Dear Capt. b 

de 


Promis d you ſome ſhort Eſſays upon the Calamities 0 
Human Life, which I have here enclos d. 1 _— 
; | + 


5 


„ Ona Deggar.. 67 
upon the firſt Sight you will be apt to conclude, that I have | 
ſtretch'd the — a little too far; Experience 1 is our beſt 
Miſtreſs in ſuch Caſes, and I dare be bold, if the genera- 
lity of Men conſider their Birth fimply as an Entrance in- 
to Human Life, and their Death as an Exit out of it, they'll | 
find in the main, without the enforcement of Philoſophy, | 
that the Aſſertion of the wiſe King is a great Truth, that 


the Day of our Death is upon many accounts mach . 
neee e eee n et Eid wort 


| I have une other 8 1 which. I 
intend to trouble you with, we thoſe. i'll reſerve till my 
nent. Accept of theſe lame and defective as they are, 
and allow their unworthy Author fome low Place-amongft 
the Catalogue. of your Friends, who ſhall ever. eſteem it 
his Happineſs to be og hit to _ ES 


Shay Bury, Augalt, . " Your alletionate.. 


27, 62. 
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de the General canin of Hy uman e. | 


TN all Accounts of wiſe Men, we find every thing ef- 
teemed more or leſs, according as it moſt imports to 
their Intereſt or Happineſs; and ſo far Human Life, con- 
ſidering it ſimply, guatenus Human Life only, is either 
good or ill in proportion to the Advances it makes towards 
a State of Wretchedneſs or F elicity. To take a proper 
Eſtimate therefore of Human Life, it will be neceſſary to 

examine whether there be not in the general more Loſs 
than Gain, more Pain than Pleaſure, and more Evil than 
Good, attending upon it; which I ſuppoſe will be eaſy to 
demonſtrate, according to the common Rules of proving 
any thirg oo that kind. Look but i = the Original of 
G 3 Na- 
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worn out with ſickneſs, and conſum'd with vexation, 
and ſtung with the guilt and orſes of conſcience, 1 
lance the former ; that the evils of human life do in the 
if we take it in the ſenſe I am now difcourſing of it in, that 


of life with any reaſonable pretence; our pleaſure, our 
profit, our health and our liberty, are all dependent and 
- precarious ; we are at beſt but Tenants at will to em, and 


ing of our Landlord, may be forc'd out of their poſſeſſion 
ina moment. 
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\ The © pleat Audra, 


Will find her very and Conflitu: 
with ſo many ſalid and ſubſtantial Ills, and 
a ver ge ſcattered all over her, mat 
at firſt Sigkt, if you don't look: with falſe Optics, 
ow muſt needs her Condition to be far too wretch- 


Wo de Ker, | by the moſt powerful Advatitages of this 


I know this will ſeem a very odd Parade to thoſe, that 
haps have neither Senſe. nor Grace to reflect in earneſt 
upon the Cireumſtances of Human Piſe, but for all that, 
they Il find it at laſt a fad Truth, and be forc'd to conelude 
EE Faliriu Miiimas,. that the Thracians were a very 
Wale People, in eſtabliſhing a Cuſtom to celebrate the With 
of Men Wiel Mourning, and their Death with Joy; which 
they did without any manner of Iaſtritions or Advice, but 
as it w from the very Motions and Dictates of Nature, 
or Rom the common Obſervations of the Troubles and Ca: 
lamities of it. 
_ The original depravation of Nature is an Arien Ar- 
ment againft the felieity of human liſe; from thence 
pring up ſuch an infinite multitude of pains, ſorrows, diſ- 
appointments, diſeaſes, &c. that from weful Experiences 
make it too plain, that life with all the additions that this 
World can offer, is at the very beſt but a wretched diſcon- 
folate comfortleſs thing: For let us confider, how many 
there are that are oppreſt with ſlavery, and pine with want, 


tion e 
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wrackt and alarmed with fears and diſmal apprehenſions, 
make no doubt but we ſhall find the latter much out-bal- 
main ſurmount the goods, and then *tis a plain caſe, that 


Death is much preferable to it. 
Alas ! what have we here that can engage us to be fond 


» ty fy By wo rod of BY yl hondd wad 


by any rough turn of fate, or at leaſt upon the firſt diſoblig- 


Hap 
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Or, Unbappy Beggar. OO 

UHippineſs and contentment we all pretend to ſearek {| 
after, we toile and tug for them, and purſue them through. '] 
abundance of dangerous weilds and labyrinths, but after 
all, but few, I am afraid, or none of us ovestake em in 
' Ts true, tis in our own: power to make our. ſelves | 
happy, but then our natures are ſo ſtubborn and reſtive, ſo. || 
deprav'd, awkward and defeQtive, that they never ceaſe . '| 
jilting us into ſome ſort of vice or vanity: Man is born to 
trouble, to pain, danger, diſeaſes, and folly too; all, or 
ſome of which conſtantly twiſt. themſelves about his life, 
like the treacherous Ivy round the Oak, till they have 
fuck'd up and exhauſted all his felicity Z. and then, after - || 
a great many pangs and ſtruggles, forct him to wither a». || 


way and die. | 0 


He comes into the world ſcreetehing and ſtrugg 
goes out of it again groan ing and gnaſhing his teeth; his 
youth is nothing elſe but a mixture of danger and folly, and 
his age a compoſition of pains, difeaſes, troubles, ſorrows, | 
c:lappointments, and altogether ; . and his. manhood toa . 
ſands between em like a Parenthefis of woe, and can 
by no means be inſtated in any tolerable condition of indo-—- 
lence or eats. . 1 

He's born to ſin and vanity, and indeed expos d to ſoma. |; 
ny hazards between his cradle and his crutches, that his 
prefervation amiòſt em, to a reaſonable man, ſeems l-. 
moſt as miraculous as his creation. . Hamer calls him a lea, 
and Pindar the dream of a ſhadow ; and another that ſpoke-- | 
with a better ſpirit than them both, ſays his life is but ava- M 
pour; he is a creature ſo unfixt.and periſhing, that in al! 
the memoirs of God's creation, we hardly find any thing 
more exaltedly wretched and deplorable :.. Alas ! yain men, 
we know not what we are, or upon what account it iswe 
put ſuch a value upon our ſelves; a few days more will put 
an end to all our fooliſh dependancies ;. the grave and the | i 
winding-ſheet will do it effectually, and *tis thoſe and ng- | | 
thing elſe can ſecure us from the calamities of human life, | Y 
and defend us from the cares and troubles, the ſorrows-and - | | 
perplexities of the world. : t, e 1 

To have done: The general experience we have of the” | 


calamities of humane life, ſuſiciencly ſopercole the even. | 
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if * and ſcratch'd and tormented by em. 


| to murmur, and without doubt our beſt 'way will be to 
k is take up the Poets reſolution. 
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5 
2 neceſſity of fee — tis at beſt but a diſmal 
Vale full of briers and thorns; 0 there's none of us myf 
to make our paſſage through- it without being torn 


This, or ſomething like i it, is moſt certainly the condi. 
tion of human life ; but let it be ſo, *tis ſtill inſolent in u 


Pretulerin delirius nerſh Videris 


Dum mea than mala. . vel 1 
fallant.. | 


7 E ringi. "A 
Van Jager . Horat. lib. 2. 
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ESSAY II. 


He diinonſtrates Death — conſider d as an Exit .out of 
the World, to be much preferable to Life, botly upon the 
account of the Ewvils from which it delivers us, and the 


Goods into ⁊ubich it inflates us. 
F Ife, conſidered under the ſimple notion of ſelf activity, 
| is ſofar a goodor ill, as*cisaCtuated- by a greater or leſſer 
- Nenle of pain — pleaſure, ſo that thoſe Perſons only that 
are ſenſible of more pleaſure than pain, life, conſidered iſ 
barely in it ſelf, can be any ways deſirable, and then I'm 
afraid too, when we come to make the parallel, we ſhall 
ind that the latter in general does ſo much out-ballance the 
former, that an exit out of. the world, both upon the ac- 
count of the evil from which it delivers us, and the good in- 
to which it inſtates us, is in moſt, if. not in every thing, 
Preſerable to a continuance in it. 

Tis true indeed, human life may now and then enjoy 
ſome feeble ſhort-livid Pleaſures, but what then, they are 
Jo ſhort and ſo uncertain beſide ;., nay, and what's worle, 

are ſo apt to cloy us to boot, that i in all. their narrow circle 
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| the greateſt part is little elle but a mere privation of pain 


| | and miſery. 


— 


Moſt 


* Moſt of the pleaſures of human life are but as it were 
ſome ſmall reprieves from grief and trouble, a ſort of in- 
termiſſions from pain and miſery, of which, if we had ne- 
ver liv'd we had: never been ſenſible. | e 
And beſides all this too; our inſenſibility of miſery. is bat 
partial and imperfect, there always clings ſome unlucky 
circumſtance to our chiefeſt pleaſure, that gives our ſweeteſt 
ouſt a bitter farewel. e 5 1 
But death cures us at once, when we go down to make 
our beds in the duſt, there we ſleep on and reſt ourſelves, ; 
not only, out of the reach of a vain turbulent noiſy world, 
but even out of the diſtance of the frailty. and depravation of 
our own human nature. „ | 
Seing therefore that death renders us intirely inſenſible of 
pain and miſery, and that life in its beſt and moſt improv'd . 
ſtate, is conſtantly expos'd to ſo many dangerous ills, it na- 
turally follows, that death conſider'd in it ſelf, without a- 
ny reſpe&-to-the conſequence, is really preferable to life. 
What it is that engages men to be ſo much in love with 
a little paultry fleſh and blood, I cannot geſs, I am loath 
to think *tis cowardice or inconſideration; and yet when I 
come to take the matter into pieces, and put it together a- 
gain, I muſt own I can hardly believe to the contrary, they 
muſt either want a right ſtate of their condition, have a 
wrong notion of life in general, or elſe be afraid to quit the 
world, and die; for beſides rhoſe, I cannot imagine what 
it is that inclines em to doat ſo paſſionately upon their own. 
infelicity. ä . ; | 4 
And pray, after all, what mighty advantages are there 
that they can morally propoſe to themſelves in living? Is | 
it that they may. have a little time longer. to.pamper their 
luſts, entertain their voluptuouſneſs, and appeaſe. the rag: 
ing importunities of an unbounded appetite, if that be all, 
there is nothing but a mouthful. of earth will do their buſi- 
neſs, that inded will quench the flame of their impatience, 
and mitigate the pain of their deſires together; and then 
J appeal to any man of ſence, if it be not far better to be 
depriv'd of their pain of a furious expectation, than to be 
gratify'd with a troubleſome enjoyment that commonly 
Sons fat and loathſome as foom f ci in our pollegn... 


Q 
* - 
* 


F.-Y 


— 2 
3 —_ 


eſtates, and ſo 


pendages of our humanity, and from woful experience, 


Or perhaps they d live longer that they ma ter 
e ee 
of wretched indigence, and be more ſecure from unecaſineſs 
and fatigue. But alas poor man if thats thy meaning, 
thou muſt een ſeek repoſe in the grave, or no where. 
This world is fo full of noiſe and nonſenee; the vanity is 
ſo incorporated with the vexation of ſpirit, and thy own 
nature is ſo giddy and looſe, ſo frail and ſo imperſect be; 
fide, that tis the vaineſt thing, a kind of folly exalted into 
madneſs, to expect any tolerable ſatisfaction in this life. - 
When you go-to the grave indeed, you'll want ycur 
friends to. advife-and- comfort you, and your companions 
and acquaintance, to laugh and rejoice-with you, and you 
muſt be laid up in an eternal ſtate of ſeparation. 
But what then, as you have no friends to aſſiſt you, nor 


no companions to divert you, ſo you'll want none, and 


then what mighty injury will it be to be depriv'd of that 
you have no uſe for; beſide you'll he deliver'd from the 
danger of falſe friends, from ſly acquaintance and injurious 


- companions, which I muſt tell you, by the way, is no in- 


conſiderable advantage ; you'll be out of the reach of trea- 
chery, peeviſhneſs and infolence, be deliver'd from imper- 
tinence, vexation and diſcord, and all the reſt of the incon- 
veniencies that perpetually await human ſociety. 


What if you do ceaſe to laugh and to be merry, you'll 


ecaſe to weep and to be ſad too; and truly I am apt to 
think that upon a fair ſurvey, that the ſorrows of our lives 


do ſo much out- number our joys, that by exchanging the 


one for the other, we ſhould be very great gainers by the 
bargain. OX 2150 ee 7:0 


But then when you come to die; you muſt undergo Nas 


ny a fierce pang, many a bitter agony ; you muſt: go out 


of the world through-extremity of torture, raving and foam- 


ing, ing and gnaſhing your teeth; this is often true | 


indeed, and the confideration is diſmal enough; but what, 
is there no torments in life as well as in death? Is there no 
racks of mind, no tortures, nor ſtings of conſeience, no un- 
grateful jealouſies, or dreadful apprehenſions? Is there no 
pains nor aches, no gout, no ſtone,” nor ſtrangury, appen- 
dant to our mortality? Yes, yes, they re all the fad ap- 
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wretched cheats and deluſions are moſt of our temporary 
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is, at the very beſt, a moſt. painful and 


form from 'em a ſatisfaction of mind; and that is almoſt 
impoſlible too, conſidering how many embittering circum- 
conſtitution. «© EN * ot 


Dic home; vas Cinerum, quid coaferk fas facierum Fo 
Copia quid rerum, Mars ultima meta dierum. 


I muſt own, it has been often the ſubje& both of my 
wonder and ſorrow, that the fear of death, for I can ima- 


the cauſe of it muſt be this or nothing, they have liv'd im» 
moral vicious lives, and ſo are frighted at the conſequence. 

There is indeed one thing in human life, and but one, 
that renders it a little comfortable, I mean yirtue, without 


with dangers, ſorrow, vanity and vexation. _ 

The virtuous man alone can be ſaid to live; the vicious 
does but ſuck in and breathe out a little air, as the reſt of 
the inſenſible animals do; but he that lives virtuouſly, lives 


a life worth being born for: And yet even a virtuous life 


too is made more eligible and advantageous by death, up- 
on the account it * our happineſs more compleat, our 


- 


fixt and permanent. 8 

In the higheſt enjoyments of human life there is ſtill 
more of phantaſtery chan of real good; our expecta- 
tions commonly over run our reaſon; and ſwell our notions 
ot things beyond what they will naturally bear: Such 


goods, 
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- "ht convince us, if we had not loſt our ſence of feeling 
— dxreſt uf with all the advantages that humane na- 
ture is capaNe.9 2 
us thing. , * 3 75 
wy if Mi did enjoy a competent ſhare of the trifles of | 
this world, or rather ſuppoſe, that all the elements of out- 
ward happineſs were amaſs d together, and thrown upon 
us at once, what good would they do us, if we could not 


gine it to be nothing elſe, ſhould ſo weaken and deſeat the 1 
courage, nay, the underſtanding of men, that they ſhould 
be afraid to ſuffer the grand remedy of all their calamities ; 


which tis all a perfect wilderneſs, a meer weild of miſery, 
only a flat parentheſis of time, encompaſs d on both ſides 


enjoy ments more extenſive, and our Poſſeſſions of em more 


pon tde whole, eb trange com 
jon of good and iI, ſome grateful intermixtures then 
indevd that make it à little the more pallatable'; but 
Achat, ig we confider it only under the notion of 
ty, or rathef as an entrance into, or an exit out of 
death, I am ſure, muſt be be judy preferable 
mam acceunt s. 
0 f0 — 8 
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miſery 
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